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THE BELFRY OF A TEMPLE AT OSAKA, JAPAN. 


THE picture we give is from a photograph of the belfry at a temple in Osaka, and 
is a very fair specimen of all the temple and gateway architecture in Japan. The site 
chosen for a temple by the Japanese is generally the most beautiful which can be 
found, and even in the cities the temples are surrounded with pleasant grounds con- 
taining magnificent trees. Sometimes beautiful flower-gardens are attached to the 
temples. ‘Ihe latter are approached by broad paved walks, and a succession of gate- 
ways. The temples have an imposing front, and are ornamented with beautiful wood 
carvings in the heavy timber. Figures of writhing dragons, leaping tigers, of storks, 
and pheasants with gorgeous plumage, and many other things, are skilfully mingled. 

In many of these temples queer things are worshipped, among which is the fox. On 
account of their tricks and roguery, foxes are looked upon by the Japanese as pos- 
sessed by spirits ; and as, like heathen people generally, they suppose that sickness and 
other calamities are caused by spirits, they worship, and make offerings of food to, the 
fox gods. ‘There are two kinds of foxes in Japan, very like the common ones in Amer- 
ica and Europe. ‘Temples for their worship are found in all parts of the country. In 
these temples are holes, or dens, for foxes to live in; and there is always a supply of 
food placed before the holes, or dens, by the worshippers of the foxes. If the next day 
after food has been offered it is gone, it is regarded by the worshipper as a favorable 
omen. On account of the way in which they are treated, foxes are very numerous in 
some parts of the country, and are a great annoyance, and the cause of great loss to 
farmers and others. Missionaries who recently visited Kioto, or Miaco, the ancient 
capital of the country, which is still considered by the Japanese as the centre of learn- 
ing and religion, found there one large and numerous small temples erected for fox- 
worship ; and they saw the food placed, and the holes in which the foxes live. 

St. Paul said of the heathen of his day, that they worshipped birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things. This is true of the heathen of our own day, even of the 
Japanese, who in some things are much more enlightened than pagan nations gener- 
ally. 
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AN OLD STORY RETOLD. 


BY REV. W. S. MCKENZIE. 


IT is ano'd story. Many are familiar with 
it. We have heard it many atime. But it is 
well worth repeating, and we propose to re- 
produce so much of it as memory can recall. 
Documents are not at hand to verify our state- 
ments ; but the following is, we think, sub- 
stantially correct : — ° 

A young man, and an earnest Christian, 
entered, in very humble circumstances, upon 


business-life in the city of Boston. He. 


began with limited pecuniary resources, but 
with a rich endowment of religious principle, 
to toil for a portion of this world’s wealth, in 
order that he might help on the cause and 
honor the name of his Redeemer. He ad- 
dressed himself to his task with a* solemn 
promise and a fixed purpose to contribute to 
the enterprises of Christian beneficence a 
certain amount of his earnings, pledging him- 
self, by a sacred vow, to increase his contribu- 
tions as God should prosper him in his busi- 
ness. He also resolved never to allow himself 
to be worth more than a specifiedsum. All 
his income, after obtaining that amount of 
wealth, he promised to hand over to the treas- 
ury of his Lord and Saviour. 

Early in life the contemplated extent of his 
wealth was reached. Strictly and devoutly he 
maintained the pledge he had made at the 
beginning of his career as a merchant. He 
did not wait, as too many do, until his own 
ends and advantages were gained before giv- 
ing serious and practical attention to the claims 
of God upon his pecuniary possessions. He 
began to give as soon as he began to toil, — 
gave small sums from his poverty, and after- 
wards gave largely from,his abundance, gradu- 
ally augmenting his benefactions while advan- 
cing to the point of his anticipated financial 
achievement. Hence, long before attaining 
the goal of his aspiration for wealth, thousands 
of dollars went cheerfully and prayerfully from 
his hands to aid the cause of God. And so 
soon as he had acquired the amount which he, 
at the beginning of his business-life, had fixed 
as the limit of his worldly possessions, he 
began to execute the purpose he formed at the 


outset, to give henceforth every dollar of his 
income to help forward the projects of Chris- 
tian benevolence. 

Nor did he, after reaching the highest point 
of his ambition, abandon business, in order to 
escape its cares and vexations, and to enjoy 
his fortune in quiet and ease. He had ob- 
tained, and that, too, early in life, an abun- 
dance for his own personal wants. After 
satisfving the necessities and rational desires 
of himself and of his family, he could give 
away, from the income of what he had already 
accumulated and invested, generous amounts 
to the various objects appealing for aid. But 
in his view that was not enough. He felt that 
with his wealth, his business talents, his estab- 
lished reputation and influence in the marts of 
trade, he should go on serving the Lord more 
fully by using all these to make money for 
the Lord and his cause. Hence he could not 
consent to retire from active life and to live in 
idleness. That, to him, was to pursue a course 
inconsistent with the obligations of a Chris- 
tian stewardship. He was yet the servant of 
the Lord; and, as such, he must not seek to 
minister to his own gratification, but persist in 
serving his Divine Master with all he was and 
had. This sense of duty, profound and abiding, 
but quickened and sustained, however, by his 
ardent love for Christ and his cause, con- 
strained him to continue in business, toiling 
on after his own desires were met, and his 
own wants provided tor. Zhis he did that he 
might have more to do good with. And so he 
continued to pursue his business avocations 
until disease compelled him to quit his count- 
ing room, and death bore him away before he 
had reached the prime of manhood. 

While stretched upon his sick-bed he said, 
on one occasion, to Dr. William Hague, his 
pastor, that if his Master called him he was 
ready to depart. But to be confined at home 
in listless inactivity was to him a severe dis- 
appointment. “You,” he said to Dr. H., 
“can understand this state of feeling, because 
you are interested in your own good work, and 
would regard your separation from it as a 
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‘calamity. Not that I would compare money 


making, in point of importance, with the 
preaching of Christ. But I think I can say, 
as in the sight of God, that my a7 in making 
money is the same as that of a true minister 
of Christ in preaching the gospel.” 

What a noble example of Christian devotion 
and activity! A young merchant seeking and 
employing opportunities, tasking his energies 
to the utmost, with the distinct and lofty aim 
to acquire wealth, that he may serve God with 
it: not for his own aggrandizement, not to 
gratify selfish desires, not to feed an earthly 
ambition, not to supply himself with extrava- 
gant luxuries and gay equipages, not to be- 
come a millionnaire, that he might be able to 
grasp the controlling power in gigantic rail- 
road corporations and banking: houses, but to 
honor the Lord God, to spread the gospel, to 
bless Christ’s poor and suffering ones ! 

Feeling that he was not his own, but a child 
of God, purchased by the blood of Christ, he 
first of all, in entering upon the labors and 
responsibilities of manhood, reverently and 
prayerfully lays himself upon the altar of a 
divine service. Deciding to employ himself 
in business, he bows before God, and solemnly 
gives utterances to these words, “By the 
grace of God, I will never be worth more than 
fifty thousand dollars. By the grace of God, 
I will give one-fourth of the net profits of my 
business to charitable and religious uses. If 
I am ever worth twenty thousand dollars,! will 
give one-half of my net profits; if 1 am ever 
worth thirty thousand dollars, I will give three- 
fourths ; and the whole after fifty thousand 
dollars. So help me God, or give to a more 
faithful steward, and set me aside.” 

This covenant he subscribed and adhered 
to with conscientious fidelity as long as he 
lived. On his death-bed he said to a friend, 
“ By the grace of God, nothing else, I have 
been enabled, under the influence of these re- 
solutions, to give away more than forty thou- 
sand dollars. How good the Lord has been 
to me!” 

The closing words of his devout and grand 
consecration are very significant and solemn. 
They remind us of the indolent and unprofit- 
able servant, of whom our Lord speaks, who 
concealed the talent intrusted to him for use 
and profit, and who, when called to an account, 
was deprived of what he had, and then cast 
out. 


An Old Story retold. 359 


The remarkable, successful, and useful life 
of Nathaniel R. Cobb illustrates and confirms 
the truth clearly taught in the sacred Scrip- 
tures, that a diligent and devout improvement 
of God’s gifts will open up opportunities and 
multiply means for making our lives profitable 
in the truest and grandest sense. 

That young man professing to be redeemed 
by the blood of Christ, who enters upon a 
business career with no other and higher aim 
than to become rich, in order that he may 
eventually be able to command at his pleasure 
those things that will contribute to his own 
personal ease, comfort, power, and fame, com- 
mits one of the gravest mistakes. He may be 
allowed to succeed in executing the grovelling 
purpose of his life, but he utterly and lament- 
ably fails in that which he regards as his suc- 
cess. He has failed to take into the purpose 
and plan of his life the grand significance and 
sublime end of his calling as a child of God. 
It is mournful to consider how large a number 
of our Christian young men are beginning and 
conducting their several business callings 
without, seemingly, the faintest conception 
and recognition of their higher and holier 
calling as Christians. They buy and sell, 
accumulate and invest, spend and enjoy, with- 
out any distinct and serious thought concern- 
ing the claims of their Redeemer and Lord. 

The ruling principle and lofty aim in the 
life of Mr. Cobb, if adopted by every Christian 
merchant, — and why thould they not be? — 
would speedily inaugurate a new and grand 
era in the history of our missionary enter- 
prises. There would be no more soliciting 
and entreating for the means to carry forward 
the cause of God at home and abroad. Freely, 
promptly, cheerfully, and generously would 
the needed funds be supplied. In that case 
much of the machinery, now indispensable to 
the support and success of missions, would 
become unnecessary, and could be laid aside, 
thus making a great saving to the enterprises 
of Christian benevolence, and removing the 
great objection urged by many against the 
organizations to which those enterprises are 
intrusted. 

We conclude with the thoughtful words ot 
Rev. Dr. Anable, in a recent article of his 
published in the columns of this Magazine: — 

“If Nathaniel Cobb, and others of kindred 
spirit, felt moved thus early, in view of the 
pressing wants of the field, to consecrate their 
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talent for money-making to the Lord, what 
shall we say of those more favored Christians, 
who live in these later times, into which God 
has crowded such abundant opportunities for 
doing good, by enlarging the sphere of Chris- 
tian beneficence in almost every direction? 
The times in which we live are wonderful for 
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their opportunities, wonderful for their ‘open 
doors,’ wonderful for the leadings of Provi- 
dence, and for the ‘making bare of the right 
arm’ of the Most High. God is doing more 
to-day for the enlargement of the churches and 
the extension of his kingdom than in any simi- 
lar period of time since the Reformation.” 


THE NEW TESTAMENT OF BUDDHISM. 


BY REV. THOMAS ALLEN, 


MucHu is being written at the present day 
with reference to Buddhism. As it is a reli- 
gion embracing one-third the population of the 
globe, it is proper that it should be studied 
and understood by those who reject it, as well 
as by those who adhere to it. As the Chris- 
tian religion must be accepted or rejected, 
according as we accept or reject the teachings 
and practice of its Founder, so also of Budd- 
hism. It is to be judged of, accepted, or reject- 
ed, according as we believe or disbelieve the 
sayings and doings of Budda. 

As the writer has spent no inconsiderable 
part of his life among the Buddhists, he would 
like to place before the public some extracts 
from the life of Buddh, by which each reader 
can judge for himself. 

A few words of explanation may first be 
necessary. 

THE BUDDH UNIVERSE. 


Buddhism teaches that the universe consists 
of a great central Myeen-mo Mount, eight 
hundred and sixty-four millions of miles high ; 
that arranged in perfect order around this 
mount are twenty-four heavens, inhabited by a 
race of beings called Nats, corresponding 
somewhat to our idea of angels, though by no 
means free from sin or sinful passions. These 
Nats have the power of visiting the earth at 
will, and are represented as being greatly in- 
terested in the advent of Buddh. In addition 
to the great central Myeen-mo Mount, there are 
four great islands in the direction of the four 
cardinal points of the compass. Around each 
one of these four great islands cluster five hun- 
dred small ones ; and enclosing the whole is a 
vast wall, so high that no human being has ever 
yet passed over it. 


A BUDDH. 
A Buddh is a being who has, for untold 


ages, been transmigrating from one stage of 
existence to another, until, having experienced 
all sorrow and misery, all joy and happiness, 
he is prepared to lead his willing votaries 
to the blissful region of annihilation. This 
Buddh, however, must not be confounded with 
the Buddh of Hindoo mythology, one of the ten 
incarnations of Vishnu. That very disrepu- 
table incarnation was doubtless fabricated by 
the Brahmins, for the purpose of degrading 
the divinity of their powerful rival; and many 
writers of modern times have failed to make 
the proper distinction. 


WHEN BORN. 


The true Buddh was born, according to our 
chronology, six hundred and twenty-four years 
before the Christian era, which would make 
him a contemporary of Daniel and Jeremiah. 
He was born in Central India, the son of a 
powerful Indian monarch, and for the first 
twenty-eight years of his life spent his time 
amid the voluptuous splendors of an Eastern 
court. He then renounced royalty, with all its 
attractions, among which a harem of eighty 
thousand Oriental beauties was not the least. 
Abandoning his only son, and the wife who 
had accompanied him during countless ages 
of transmigration, — being a tigress when he 
was a tiger, a doe when he was a deer, and the 
queen of heaven or hell, as he wielded the 
sceptre of either realm, — he fled into the wil- 
derness. There he spent six years practising 
austerities of unprecedented severity, after 
which he found himself invested with a divine 
nature, and thus became the supreme object 
of worship. 


PRE-EXISTENT STATE OF BUDDH. 


Just before his advent to earth, he was 
reposing in one of the Nat countries, on the 
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Myeen-mo Mount. Having considered it was 
time for him to become a Buddh, and who 
should be his father and mother, he said, “ O 
Nats! this is a suitable time for me to become 
a Buddh.” He then dismissed the Nats who 
had assembled from the ten thousand systems ; 
and, surrounded by all the Nats of Toke-the-ta, 
he went into Nan-da-woon Garden, where he 
died, and was conceived by the queen, Maha 
ma-ya, wife of King Thoke-dau-da-na. 


HIS MOTHER’S DREAM. 


We now quote from the life of Buddh : — 

“ At the time of his conception, the people 
were holding a Festival of the Stars, seven 
days before the full moon of July; the queen 
being surrounded by those only who abstain 
from spirit, such as were perfumed, and adorned 
with ornaments. She with them enjoyed the 
festival until the seventh day. Very early on 
the morning of that day, she bathed herself in 
perfumed water, adorned herself with all her 
ornaments, and made an offering worth four 
hundred thousand —the book does not say 
what. Having taken excellent food, and keep- 
ing the worship day, she went into the palace ; 
and, reclining upon the royal couch, she fel] 
asleep, and had the following dream: Four 
Nat kings came to where she was lying, 
and, taking up the couch, carried her to He- 
ma-woon-ta Mountain, near the No-wa-dot 
Lake, under the engyen-tree, which is eighty- 
four miles high. Upon a precious stone seven 
thousand two hundred miles broad, they placed 
the couch, and remained in suitable position. 
Then the queens of the four Nat kings came, 
and, taking her to the lake, washed her from 
the impure perfume of the country of man; 
and, when she was bathed, they dressed, orna- 
mented, and perfumed her, in the manner of 
Nats. Near this lake is a silver mountain, and 
in the mountain a golden palace. When they 
had borne her to the golden palace, they placed 
her head to the east, and caused her to sleep 
on the couch of a Nat. At that time the em- 
bryo deity had the appearance of a perfect 
white male elephant, feeding on a golden 
mountain, which was near the silver one 
where the queen was. He descended the 
golden mountain, and ascended the silver one ; 
and at the end of his trunk, which was like a 
wreath of silver flowers, he held a white lily ; 
and, uttering a pleasant sound, he entered the 
palace on the north side, and taking three 
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turns to the right around the queen, he opened 
her right side, and offered to enter into her. 
This the queen dreamed. 


THE INTERPRETATION. 


“The next morning when the queen arose, 
she went intg the presence of the king, and 
related her dream. When the king heard the 
words of the queen, he called sixty-four as- 
trologers of the highest order, to interpret the 
dream Having prepared a favorable piece of 
ground by making it smooth with cow-dung, 
&c., he strewed it with flowers. He then made 
them sit down, and placed before them butter, 
honey, milk, sugar, and other kinds of food, in 
gold and silver vessels, and then presented 
them with new suits of clothes, milch cows, 
&c., until they were satisfied. When they had 
done feasting, the king related the dream, and 
asked of them the interpretation. When the 
astrologers heard the dream, they said, ‘O 
king, do not be anxious: the queen has this 
day conceived, and the embryo is not a female, 
but a male; and he is not of the inferior or 
middle class, but is of superior glory. If what 
is conceived of the queen shall remain among 
men, he will be king, and rule over the four 
great islands, and the two thousand smaller 
ones. If he is a priest, he will verily become 
Buddh.’ Thus they gave the interpretation of 
the dream. 


EVENTS CONNECTED WITH HIS BIRTH. 


“ At the time of his conception there was 
a great earthquake, and a violent shaking 
through the ten thousand’systems. Those 
who were blind received sight, the ears of the 
deaf were opened, the dumb spake, and all 
who were humpbacked, crooked-legged, or 
deformed, were made perfect. All who were 
confined in prison were liberated ; all the fires 
of the great and smiil hills were quenched ; 
the thirsting and starving Peiktas (being infe- 
rior to man, inhabiting one of the states of 
suffering) received food and drink; all man- 
kind became healthy and free from diseases ; 
all who had been enemies became friends ; 
horses and elephants expressed their joy by 
playfulness ; all musical instruments of their 
own accord played sweetly without the agency 
of man; the winds became quiet and gentle ; 
the waters of the rivers stood still; the waters 
of the ocean became sweet like the Ganges ; 
the heavens were as if hung in wreaths of flow- 
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ers and lilies ; flowers were rained down from 
heaven ; all the musical instruments of the Nat 
country played of their own accord; and the 
whole ten thousand systems arrived at that 
state of beauty, as if they were adorned with 
all kinds of flowers, and sparkled like a fan 
made of the tail of a Za-ma-ree bird.” 


PLACE OF HIS BIRTH. 


At the time Buddh was born, the mother 
was on a journey to her friend in Da-wa-da-ha, 
being borne on a golden palankeen by one 
thousand noblemen. 

The book says, “ Between the two countries 
there is a beautiful garden of engyen-trees. 
On that day the trees were in full blossom 
throughout, both the trunks and the branches. 
The whole garden was as beautiful and pleasant 
throughout as a royal festival. The queen, 
when she saw the garden, had a desire to 
amuse herself for a while in it, and caused her 
bearers to take her there. When she entered 
the garden, she descended from the palankeen, 
and proceeded to the propitious engyen-tree. 
The queen wishing to take hold of a limb 
wholly covered with flowers, as a young rattan 
bends in the fire, it bent down to meet her 
hand.” There Buddh was born. 


NO EQUAL. 


“ Though he was free from all impurities, the 
Nats, wishing to make an offering, caused two 
streams of water to fall down from the clouds, 
the one warm, the other cold, for the bathing of 
the mother and child. . . . The infant Buddh, 
standing and facing the east, said, ‘Is there any 
one in the world more excellent than I am ?’ 
and, looking, he saw perfectly through more 
than one thousand of the Sekya systems ; and 
all the Nats and Brahmins who were in those 
systems said, ‘As you have no equal, where 
shall we look for a rival?’ Looking to the ten 
points of the compass, and not seeing his equal, 
the boy walked seven paces to the north. 
While he was going, the Brahmins held over 
him a white umbrella; one Nat fanned him 
with a fan made from the tail of the Za-ma-ree 
bird, another carried the royal sword, another 
the royal shoes, some the ornaments for the 
head, others the kingly ornaments. When he 
had walked seven paces, he stopped, and said, 
‘There is none in the world more excellent 
than Iam.’ This he uttered with a loud, fear- 
less voice.” 
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BUDDH AND THE SAGE. 


A sage who had long dwelt with the king, 
and been his counsellor, on hearing that a son 
was born, went to the king, and said, “O king ! 
I hear that a son is this day born to the king. 
Whereishe? I desiretoseehim.” The king 
then desired his son to be brought in his prince- 
ly ornaments, and placed before the teacher, 
that the boy might bow to him. But the 
boy placed his foot upon the head of the sage. 
And wherefore? It is said to be true, that 
there is no person to whom a Buddh should 
bow. If through ignorance the embryo Buddh 
should be placed toward the feet of the teach- 
er, the teacher’s head would be immediately 
split into seven pieces. The sage observing 
the movements of the boy, and thinking, “ There 
is no reason why I should sit here and be de- 
stroyed,” arose from his place, and worshipped 
the boy. As to this sage, he had the ability 
of knowing what had happened in forty worlds 
before this, and what would happen in forty 
worlds to come ; and, when he considered that 
this child was to become a Buddh, he said, 
“ As to this boy, he is a wonderful being.” 


A PROPHECY. 


Astrologers had prophesied, that if he saw 
four things he would become a Buddh: other- 
wise he would be a king. The four things 
were these: an old man, a sick man, a dead 
man, anda priest. The king replied, “If that 
be the case, we must prevent his seeing these 
four things ; for I have great desire to see my 
son a king. What profit will it be if he be- 
comes a Buddh?” Therefore, in order that 
no old man, sick man, dead man, or priest 
should come to the city, a guard was placed 
three miles around, to prevent any from enter- 
ing. 

HIS PALACES. 


When the prince was sixteen years old, his 
royal father built him three palaces, one for 
each season. One had nine gradations of 
roofs, one seven, the other five. He then had 
forty thousand dancing-women procured ; and 
the appearance of the prince was like the son 
of a Nat, surrounded by the daughters of Nats. 
As the three seasons came around, he changed 
his residence from one palace to another. 
Thus he lived until he had completed the twen- 
ty-eighth year of his life. 
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HE SEES AN OLD MAN. 


“ One morning the prince desired to go to 
the garden for his amusement, and ordered 
the chariot to be made ready. When the 
chariot was decorated and ornamented with 
its trappings, it was suitable for a royal per- 
son. Four flying horses, which were in 
appearance like lilies, were harnessed; and 
the chariot, like the mansion of a Nat, being 
made ready, the young prince mounted it, and 
drove directly towards the garden. The Nats, 
knowing that he was near becoming a Buddh, 
exhibited a sign. A son of a Nat assumed 
the appearance of an old man, who with white 
hair, broken teeth, humpbacked, holding a 
staff in his hand, went tottering along. No 
one but the charioteer and the prince saw the 
person. When the prince saw him he said, 
‘O charioteer! who is this?’ The charioteer 
replied, ‘ My lord, this man is only old. All 
men who are old come to gray hairs, wrinkled 
skin, a crooked back. broken teeth, &c.; and 
in old age are not able to do as they desire, 
and become miserable. When the young 
prince heard this he said, ‘ Truly, then, what 
is born is disgusting.’ He was troubled in 
mind, and ordered the chariot back to the 
palace. When they arrived the king said, 
‘ Myson, why do you return so soon?’ When 
he understood that he had seen an old man, 
and remembered it had been said if he saw an 
old man he would become a priest, he said, 
‘Why do they wish to destroy my son?’ 
And he caused the dancers to be called im- 
mediately, and thought, ‘When he enjoys 
himself with the music and dancing, he will 
forget his fright ;’ and he increased the guard 
to the distance of six miles.” 


THE FOUR THINGS SEEN. 


On a subsequent occasion the Nats sent a 
sick man, then a dead man, and then a priest, 
tor the prince to see. Thus he saw the four 
things. Each day, on returning home, the 
father would inquire what he saw, and, on being 
told, would be greatly troubled in mind. On 
returning home the fourth day, the father, as 
usual, sought to amuse his son, and divert his 
mind from what he had seen. The book 
says, — 

INCLINED TO BE A PRIEST. 

“ The prince went into his palace, and laid 
himself down upon a royal couch. Immedi- 
ately all the dancing and singing women, who 
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were as beautiful as the fairies of Nat country, 
with their harps and musical instruments, 
came and played, danced, and sung before him. 
But he, being free from all worldly passions, 
had no pleasure in these festivities, and in a 
few moments fell asleep. The dancing-women 
then said, ‘ We have exerted ourselves only to 
put him asleep.’ They then laid down their 
instruments, and went to sleep. When the 
prince awoke he raised himself up, and, sitting 
in a cross-legged posture, looked around upon 
them. He saw some sleeping with the saliva 
running from their mouths, some grinding 
their teeth, some snoring, some talking in their 
sleep, some very uneasy, and some curled up 
like dogs. When he saw them in this state, his 
mind was more free from all worldly passions 
than ever, and he said to himself, ‘Oh! you op- 
pressed exceedingly ;’ and his mind was inex- 
pressibly inclined to be a priest ; and he said, 
‘It is suitable that I, even to-day, depart into 
the jungle.’ ” 

He then ordered his horse made ready, while 
he went to take the last look at his wife and 
infant son. “The horse knew that he was not 
prepared as usual: every thing was girded 
tighter ; and he thought, ‘ Well, now my royal 
master is going to the jungle ;’ and he was 
exceedingly joyful, and neighed most tremen- 
dously. The sound of his voice was so loud 
that he could be heard throughout all the 
country ; but, in order that the people should 
not be disturbed, the Nats prevented the sound 
from being heard. 


SEEKS THE SHORES OF NEIGBAN. 


“The prince, addressing the horse, said, 
‘My noble friend, this very night assist me: . 
extricate me from the whirlpool of existence, 
of Nats and men; bear me to the shores of 
Neigban [annihilation],’ and then sprang upon 
his back. The horse, from his neck to his tail, 
was eighteen cubits in length; and his height 
was in proportion. His whole body was per- 
fectly white, and as beautiful as a new shell. 
The sound of his neighing, and the sound of 
his feet when he went, could be heard through- 
out the whole country ; but now, that he might 
not be heard, the Nats put their hands over his 
nose, and received his feet upon the palms of 
their hands. The prince, seated upon the mid- 
dle of the back of the horse, caused the noble- 
men to hold on to the horse’s tail ; and thus they 
arrived at the city-gate about midnight. The 
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father of the prince, in order that the son might 
not escape in a clandestine manner, had the 
gates so prepared that they could not be opened 
without the aid of one thousand men. The 
prince was full of strength. If we compare 
it with elephants, it was equal to a line of ten 
million young elephants. If we compare it 
with men, it was equal to that of ten thousand 
millions of men.” But the Nats were there 
before him, and had the gates wide open. He 
then sped his wayto the dense forest, where 
for six years he spent his time in fasting and 
meditation, after which he found himself in- 
vested with divinity. 


TRIALS. 


Being about to become a Buddh, it became 
necessary that he should first experience great 
trials from the Devil, known as Mah-nat. 

The Buddh priest was sitting under a ban- 
yan-tree, his face towards the east, when Mah- 
nat appeared. “His army was one hundred 
and forty-four miles deep before him, and the 
same on each side ; and behind him it extended 
to the ends of the earth, besides being one 
hundred and eight miles solid above him. 
When this army shouted, they could be heard 

‘twelve thousand miles off, and the sound was 
as if the earth roared. Mah-nat then rode 
upon the Ge-re-may-ga-la elephant, which was 
six hundred miles in length; and, having 
made himself one thousand arms, he held 
in each a weapon. At that time all the Nats 
in the ten thousand systems were repeating 
praises to the priests. The king of Ta-wa- 
deing-tha was playing on his conch-shell, one 
blast of which was four months in dying away. 
' The Na-ga king was repeating his praises in 
an innumerable number of stanzas; and the 
Brahmin king was holding a white umbrella 
over him. ‘When Mah-nat approached the 
banyan, the Brahmin, Nat, and Naga kings all 
fled to their own places; for they could not 
stand before him. 

“The Na-ga king disappeared in the earth 
to the distance of six thousand miles, and, 


covering his face with both his hands, went. 


asleep. The king of Ta-wa-deing-tha, swing- 
ing his conch-shell over his shoulder, fled to 
the edge of the world. The Brahmin king, 
holding the white umbrella by the end of the 
handle, as if still over the priest, made off di- 
rectly for his own country. Thus the prince- 
priest was left alone. 
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A GREAT STORM. 


“ Mah-nat thought to drive him away bya 
storm, and caused a great whirlwind. In a 
moment the wind from the four great quarters 
arose; and the tops of the mountains to the 
depth of six, twelve, and twenty-four miles, 
were broken off and torn away by the winds. 
The trees of the forests were torn from their 
roots, and hurled into the air, their roots and 
branches intermingling; then, falling, they 
crushed villages to atoms. Yet the prince- 
priest, on account of the power and splendor 
of his virtues, remained surrounded by glory, 
and the wind could not come near him; even 
a corner of his aso could not be shaken by it. 
After this, Mah-nat thought to drown him by 
water, and caused an exceedingly violent rain 
from more than one thousand clouds. On ac- 
count of the violence of the rain, the earth was 
split asunder. Although the trees of the high- 
est forests were covered, not even so much as 
a dewdrop fell upon the priest. Mah-nat then 
caused a shower of rocks and stones from the 
tops of the highest mountains, accompanied 
with smoke and fire ; but the rocks fell down at 
the feet of the priest, and became Nat flowers. 
Mah-nat then sent a shower of two-edged 
swords, knives, spears, bows and arrows, 
shells, and all manner of warlike weapons ; 
these, emitting smoke and flame as they came 
through the air, fell down at the feet of the 
priest like beautiful red and white Nat flowers. 
These all accomplishing nothing, Mah-nat 
then cried out with a loud voice to his men, 
‘Run upon the prince, and make him flee!’ 
and he, riding upon his elephant, holding his 
weapons, made towards the prince, and let fly 
a Nat weapon at him. But the weapon re- 
mained over the head of the prince like a 
canopy of flowers. When Mah-nat saw that, 
he, with his officers, said, ‘ We will now make 
him arise from his seat;’ and they hurled 
stones as large as the tops of mountains, and 
as sharp as razors, which cut asunder every 
thing in their way as if it were tender grass. 
The prince remained pondering the virtues, 
and they fell before him like wreaths of flow- 
ers. Mah-nat, finding all his efforts unavail- 
ing, fled to his own country ; and his army fled 
in every direction, no two of them taking the 
same road.” 


TRAVELLING AND PREACHING. 
The life of Buddh consisted in travelling 
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from country to country, often accompanied 
by thousands of his followers, preaching his 
law, and performing miracles of a somewhat 
doubtful character. 

The book states : “ Gandama (for that is the 
name he took after becoming Buddh) created 
- awalkin the air, one end of which reached 
the eastern, and the other the western end, 
of the world. When he had collected an 
assembly four hundred and thirty-two miles 
square, he came out of his monastery at 
noon, and said, ‘ This is the time when I 
shall display my power.’ At that time one 
of his female disciples approached him, and 
said, ‘O Buddh! it is not suitable that the 
Lord should fatigue himself in showing his 
power. I will show my skill.’ And he said, 
‘My daughter, what will you do?’ She re- 
plied, ‘ My lord, I will fill a world with water, 
and then, like a young duck, I will dive in at 
the western extremity, and come up at the 
eastern; and then, diving again, make my 
appearance at the western. Then I will dive 
in at the north, and come up at the south ; then 
dive in at the south, and come up at the north. 
When inquiry is made, Who is this duck ? 
some one will say, It is none other than Gan- 
dama’s daughter ; and all will say, If one of 
Gandama’s female disciples can show such 
power, what must be his power?’ Gandama 
replied, ‘I know you can do this ; but it was 
not on your account that I had this multitude 
called together,’ and thus refused her.” 

Several others offered to display their power 
in a similar manner, all of whom were refused. 


HIS MIRACLES. 


“ Gandama then ascended into his walk in 
the air, and looked down upon his assembly 
four hundred and thirty-two miles on each side 
of him; and in the midst he displayed himself. 
First, he caused a great fire to ascend from his 
head, and a stream of water from his feet. He 
then mixed the fire and water above and-below 
him. Then he sent forth fire from his back, 
and water before him; then a flame of fire 
from his right eye, and water from his left, 
then the reverse ; then fire from his right ear, 
and water from the left, then the reverse ; then 
fire from his right nostril, and water from the 
left, then the reverse ; and in the same manner 
fire and water from his shoulders, hands, sides, 
legs, feet, thumbs, and great toes, all marvellous 
to behold. Then flowed from one hair water, 
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and another fire. He then sent forth his six 
glories, and walked to and fro in the air. The 
flame and the water ascended as high as the 
Brahmin country, and went on each side to the 
end of the world. The six glories made him 
appear like pure gold just poured from the 
crucible; and the glories extended as far as 
did the fire and water. While Buddh was 
displaying these wonders, he preached to the 
people at intervals, wholly to their comfort. 
Then all the people blessed him. When he 
looked upon the multitude, he knew all their 
minds, and preached as he conceived suitable 
for each one.” 
HIS DEATH. 

Buddh died at the age of eighty years. 
Knowing that his end was approaching, he 
desired to die under the engyen-trees where 
he was born. The books differ in regard to 
the cause of his death. The account most 
commonly received is this : — 

“ A very rich man by the name of Song-da 
made a feast for Gandama and his followers. 
Among the articles of food prepared was a 
mess of pork. Gandama looked upon it for a 
moment, and then said, ‘My beloved sons, I 
must eat this pork, and die. The reason for it 
is this: In a previous stage of existence, when 
my mother was a cow, and I a calf, she for- 
bade my going into the water where she 
wanted to drink; but I thoughtlessly rushed 
in, and muddled the water so that my mother 
was obliged to drink roily water. In conse- 
quence of that wicked deed, I must eat this 
pork, and die.’”’ 

Another account states it thus : — 

“Song-da bought a pig that was neither too 
old nor too young, and had it prepared in the 
best manner, not too much cooked, nor want- 
ing in cooking ; and, while the pork was pre- 
paring, all the Nats who watched the four great 
islands, and the two t*ousand smaller ones, 
threw in Nat food. When all was ready, he 
called Gandama and his priests. When they 
had taken their seats, Gandama said, ‘ Give 
me rice mixed with pork; but give the rest 
rice with other food.’ Soon after he had eaten 
the rice and pork, he was seized with a violent 
bloody flux, the pain of which he bore with 
great composure. All accounts agree in say- 
ing that he died the night following, and at- 
tained annihilation. Many of his immediate 
followers are supposed to have attained the 
same blissful state.” 
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CONCLUSION. 


Such, in brief, is a history of Buddh; and, 
if we are to judge of the religion itself by its 
reputed founder, what may we expect to find in 
it that will commend itself to our understand- 
ing, or satisfy the cravings of an immortal 
soul? In its conception, maturity, and prom- 
ises of future good, it-is puerile in the extreme. 
It presents no remedy for sin but purgatorial 
fires, no salvation to fallen man but what he 
can work out for himself, and no other hope of 
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immortality than blank atheism. That there 
are many valuable precepts in the “ Oriental 
religions” about which so much is now being 
said and written, no one will deny; but, taken 
as a whole, they are a mass of fiction, without 
even the shadow of a foundation. Buddhism 
presents no Saviour crucified, no atoning sac- 
rifice, no story of redeeming love. The anti- 
quarian may find much in it to amuse, but 
little that can commend itself to a candid, 
sober mind, that is searching for truth. 


HENTHADA MOUNTAIN KARENS. 


BY MRS. C. B. THOMAS, 


THE country about Henthada is a wide 
plain; but, when the air is clear, we can see 
distant mountain-ranges on the east and west. 
The eastern range is inhabited by many Ka- 
rens, but few of whom have ever heard the 
gospel. My husband made several short vis- 
its to one portion of the mountain district, and 
had the satisfaction of organizing two or three 
churches in that region ; but all his efforts to 
keep native preachers at work on the moun- 
tains were unsuccessful. The people of the 
plains, with but few exceptions, cannot live on 
the mountains, on account of the fever which 
attacks them there. 

A few years ago, a good man named Ko 
Pah-nah, a member of the church at Ai-yuah, 
with no more education than he had been able 
to pick up without attending even a jungle 
school, began to think about his brethren on 
the mountains, who were living and dying in 
utter ignorance of the way of salvation. His 
spirit stirred in him; and he resolved to risk 
the evil consequences, and go to preach Christ 
on those mountains. For a year or two he 
did this work at his own charges. Afterwards 
the Karen Home Mission Society invited him 
to become their missionary. Ko Pah-nah 
has avoided travelling during the worst months 
of malaria, and for some time continued to 
énjoy his usual health. During the last year, 
I am sorry to say, he has suffered from severe 
illness in consequence of his journeys. In ad- 
dition to Ko Pah-nah’s labors, there has been 
a very little itinerating by a few other Chris- 
tians. Thus the day is breaking in that be- 


nighted region, the heathen are beginning to 
awake from the sleep of ages, and are calling 
for more light. The echoes of that call have 
reached me through Ko Pah-nah and others. 
The message is, “ Send us teachers. We want 
to know more about this wonderful religion. 
We wish our children to be instructed.” 

For a year I talked and planned about the 
mountain work; and still it remained station- 
ary, and still the appeals for teachers, to which 
I could not respond. continued to reach me. 
I saw plainly that nothing further was likely 
to be accomplished until I should myself go 
to the mountains; that once saying to the 
preachers, “Come with me,” would be more 
effective than all my entreaties that they would 
go. Hence I arranged to start for the east 
from the village of Sai-ta-lau, as early in the 
season as I could safely go. Two elephants 
were engaged for the 3d of February, and my 
pony and all but two of the coolies were sent 
home. But the owner of the elephants failed 
to fulfil his agreement. After several unsuc- 
cessful efforts to procure other elephants, and 
consequently long detention, we were obliged 
to return, the Karens kindly furnishing us with 
carts. 

After the meetings of the association, we 
made another attempt, with better success. 
This time I went with the pony, and with 
coolies to carry me in a chair where I could 
not safely ride. The natives assured me that 
I could never accomplish the mountain journey 
without an elephant. I told them we would go 
as far as we'could, and then, if needs be, we 
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would turn back. Two days’ journey from the 
mission-house brought us to the foot of the 
mountains, where we dismissed the cart in 
which the two Karen girls had travelled, and 
began our toilsome ascent. 

The difficulties of the way were indeed great, 
but proved not quite insurmountable. I was 
amply repaid for all the trouble and expense 
of the journey. Without going myself, I could 
never have understood the nature of the work 
to be done, the peculiar obstacles to be over- 
come, and the prospect of success. 

We visited the people at eleven places, and 
saw nearly seven hundred persons. What I 
was able to see and hear convinced me that it 
is quite time to prosecute mission-work on 
those mountains with all possible vigor. There 
are special reasons for encouragement. The 
whole mountain-region in which the Karens 
live is exclusively a Karen country; hence 
Buddhism, which interferes so seriously with 
the Karen work in the plains, is almost un- 
known. 

Another advantage in the mountain district 
is, that the Roman Catholic priests have not 
yet found their way thither. I dare not hope 
that this will long be the case ; for the Papists 
are now pushing forward their work among the 
Karens as never before, having no less than 
_ four stations within the limits of the Henthada 
mission. Shall we permit them to precede us 
in occupying that interesting mountain dis- 
trict? If we sleep, the enemy will surely sow 
tares. 

But what is to me the most cheering indi- 
cation is the abundant evidence that there is 
such a waking-up of the mountain people 
themselves as was never known before. The 
news of God’s work among their brethren in 
the plains has reached them; and there seems 
to be a state of eager expectancy of some good 
in store for themselves. 

Again, a few of the Christian Karens are be- 
ginning to feel a deep interest in that portion 
of the field, and earnestly desire its evangeli- 
zation. 

But there are special difficulties as well as 
special encouragements. Heathen supersti- 
tions have a far stronger hold on these moun- 
tain people than on the Karens of the plains. 
They live in continual and abject fear of evil 
spirits. Nothing but almighty power is able 
to deliver them from this terrible bondage. 

One great obstacle is the extreme difficulty 
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of obtaining native helpers in this work. A 
few of our brethren would gladly devote them- 
selves wholly to it; but it would be throwing 
their lives away, as they could never live on 
the mountains. 

There are three or four men who are able to 
live in that unhealthy district, and who are 
sufficiently well educated to do good service: 
but they have no heart for the work. I have 
long and earnestly plead with them to go, re- 
turning occasionally to visit their families, but 
thus far without success. A few other men 
with less education, but more of the love of 
Christ in‘their hearts, seem far more inclined 
to give themselves to this cause. 

At the recent meeting of our Karen Home 
Mission Society, the claims of the mountain 
work were forcibly presented. Too-wah and 
others spoke earnestly on the subject. Teach- 
ers were needed at eight places on the moun- 
tains. We had been able to supply only four. 
Then came up the question, “ Who will go?” 
After a brief pause, San Wah, who had just 
arrived from our most northern church, arose 
and said, “I, too, have something to say 
about the northern Karens. Nga-Loo, a Karen 
preacher, has recently returned from a brief 
tour to the mountains (farther north than the 
section we visited), and afterwards came to me 
to entreat that I would at this meeting plead 
with my brethren to send teachers imme- 
diately to seven places, the names of which 
he gave me.” I have seldom seen a Karen 
audience so deeply moved as on this occasion. 
After the meeting Pastor*Nga-pee said to me, 
“What shall we do? What can we do? 
We can only call on the Lord to raise up 
workers.” 

Were it only possible to induce some of 
those bright mountain boys to attend the 
town school, we should presently have an 
ample supply of teachers; but they and their 
parents are too timid to think of that. It will 
probably be two or three years before we can 
persuade any of them to come. Going to 
Henthada appears to them about as easy as 
going to the moon seems to us. 

Another obstacle to be encountered in this 
work is its expensiveness. The poverty of 
the mountain Karens is distressing to see. 
They are more industrious than the people of 
the plains ; but their methods of labor are so 
primitive, that the returns for their toil are 
small indeed. For the present, the preachers 
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and teachers that we send to them must be 
aided. We have promised to single men 
seven rupees, and to married men ten rupees 
each, monthly ; that is, less than forty dollars 
for a single man, and less than sixty dollars 
for a married man, per annum. 

Travelling on the mountains is expensive, 
but indispensable. As a rule, native workers 
accomplish but little without missionary super- 
vision. Two elephants are needed ; for moun- 
tain travel without elephants is dangerous and 
nearly impossible. Animals which would an- 
’ swer our purpose would cost from four to five 
hundred dollars apiece. They could be used 
for travelling on the plains, as well as on the 
mountains ; and, in a few years, would save 
us enough in coolie hire to pay their whole 
cost. As in Henthada, Karen mission travel 
is almost wholly by land, the elephants would 
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be in constant use during the season for 
travel. During the rains we could hire them 
out to a reliable Christian man for enough 
money to pay for their keeping the year rotind. 
Any one who wishes to make a specific dona- 
tion to this mission just now cannot do better 
than to give us an elephant. 

If the work on the mountains can be pushed 
forward vigorously and without delay, I believe 
we shall soon have a large ingathering from 
the thousands of Karens inhabiting that por- 
tion of the field. 

We need to carry on this work for the good 
of the churches; for to them it is as really a 
foreign mission, as is the work in Burmah to 
the churches in America. They will contrib- 
ute as they are able, but can by no means give 


_all the money required. 


HOPE FOR THE FRENCH PEOPLE. 


BY MRS. R. A. BAILEY. 


DuRING my late visit to America, I was 
asked more than once. if I thought there was 
any hope for the French people. Are they not 
too frivolous in their nature to become strong 
Christians? An intimate acquaintance with 
the missionaries of our own denomination 
enables me to say with emphasis, There is 
great hope for the French. The steadfastness 
of our pastors in Patis, their boldness in up- 
holding the truth pure and simple, even 
enduring persecution from the hands of other 
Protestants, might put to shame some of our 
own Baptists, who cannot stand up manfully 
for the right, even in a land where independ- 
ence of thought is most encouraged. 

The little church in Paris has gone on 
from strength to strength; and in the midst 
of a corrupt people, in the very shadow of the 
Catholic Church, and surrounded by luke- 
warm Protestants, it has ever shone clearly 
and steadily, and given forth only distinct 
and certain sounds. It can even bear the 
epithet of “unpopular,” knowing it is in the 
right. We as Baptists may well be proud of 
such a church ; and I am thankful that I have 
had the honor of laboring, even for a short 
time, in connection with it. The beautiful 
chapel (the gift of our Baptist Mission Society) 


is a great blessing to the church. And if the 
dear brother in Boston could have gone with 
me to Notre Dame, and witnessed the non- 
sensical performance of priests and choir, and _ 
then gone to our chapel and to the sabbath 
school, and heard the children sing so sweetly, 
“Oh quel Amour,” he would not have asked, 
“Is the Paris Chapel a worthy object for my 
benevolence?” He would rather have said, 
“* How glad I am to help provide a sabbath 
home forthese dear children of God, who have 
been saved from such great darkness!” 

I went yesterday with M. Lepoids to call on 
some inquirers in the quarter I used to visit 
when here before. An instance of faithfulness 
was manifested by one poor old woman, for 
which I was truly grateful. After the pastor 
had read and prayed with her, she pointed to 
a few books on her table, and said, “See my 
little library: it is small, but a great comfort 
to me.” She took up a Bible, and said, “ This 
I bought with my own money.” Then taking 
up a Testament, she said, “ This is the book 
Madame Bailey gave me, and I have read it 
much.” I took the Testament, and said to 
the pastor, “ Ah! well do I remember the day 
I brought that to her. I felt burdened with a 
desire to bring her to Christ; and, feeling my 
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own inability, I to'd her to read carefully the 
third chapter of John.” I opened the book ; 
and the mark was there at the third chapter of 
John, just where I put it more than two years 
- ago, and the pages were well worn. The poor 
woman said, “I have read that chapter so 
much that the Testament opens at that place ; 
and, every time I have opened it, 1 remember 
that you told me to read it well; and I have 
done so.” We have every reason to hope that 
she has obeyed the teachings of that chapter, 
and now lives a new life. M.Lepoids, M. Dez, 
and M. Vignal are devoted laborers, and full 
of good works, not only for the unconverted of 
their own country, but ever ready to lend a 
hand to the “stranger within their gates.” 
There are many grand sights to be seen in 
Paris ; but to me this church, so firm, so ¢rue, 
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in the midst of a wicked and perverse genera- 
tion, is the grandest, the noblest. 

Dear Christians who may be coming to 
Paris, come and see what God is doing here. 
It may be you may learn a lesson from these 
dear people. You cannot visit our churches 
in Burmah, which you sustain by your prayers 
and gifts; but many of you can see the chapel 
here which you have helped to build. It will 
be worth your while, after looking at the 
Tuileries, and seeing how deftly Napoleon 
caused his name and arms to be carved upon 
his palace, to walk across the river to Rue 
de Lille, and see what God hath wrought, and 
how the name of Jesus is carved upon human 
hearts, and how that name stands wreathed, 
not with perishable flowers, but with Christian 
graces that can never die. 


IN THE 
BY MRS. S. 


Tuis afternoon went with my Karen girl to 
a heathen village to which she has long desired 
to take me. There has not been a Christian 
family there until this year; and quite a new 
interest is springing up, that, we trust, will be 
blessed of the Lord. The girls that she had 
talked with knew a good deal of the truth, 
and I was able to give them new subjects of 
thought. One has promised to come to 
school. 

The heathen women that we have met have 
generally paid close attention to what we have 
had to say; and some have promised to come 
into town and see us, others to go to the nearest 
Christian village on sabbath. 

We had a long conversation with an old 
grandmother believing in Gaudama; and as I 
turned away she called to me, “Go, grand- 
child, go. I cannot believe in your God now.” 
At another heathen village, after a conversa- 
tion with a number of women, I was surprised to 
hear, from one who had not attracted my atten- 
tion, “ Moma, pray for me.” This village is 
near one where we have a small church, 
but no chapel. We urged the Christians 
strongly to build a small one now, and begin 
to work for the heathen about them. At still 
another village, seven young girls came quite a 
long distance to see us. They said they had 
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come to learn about Jesus. I tried to tell 
them first of the creation, then of the sinful 
and rebellious hearts of men, and finally of 
Jesus, who died to save just such sinners as 
they. They stopped to the woman’s prayer- 
meeting, and were pleased with the singing. 
Neng Mintha, my Bible-woman, explained the 
words of the hymn we sung to them. 

Four seemed anxious to come to this village, 
and learn to read. The village is new, and 
but few Christians ; still I hope they will in 
part support a teacher during the dry season. 

I was impressed with the need of working 
for our Christian women, and sorry to find so 
few who can read. In the prayer-meetings, 
there seemed to be a lack of earnestness. I 
trust, however, they w:l continue the weekly 
meetings I have tried to start. Where there 
is a woman or a girl that can lead the meeting, 
I feel that they will. They seem so cold and 
worldly when they cannot for themselves read 
God’s word! Pray for the mothers in this 
mission,— oh! pray for them, that they may 
live what they profess, and teach it to their 
little ones. 

We were pleased to find one school in ses- 
sion, numbering at present fifty scholar8, two 
of them heathen boys. After the busy season 
is over, they expect a good many more. 
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The building, including chapel and school- 
house, is all in one large room, has a black- 
board, table, and two chairs. The scholars 
sit on the floor, and study out loud. The first 
lessons in reading, a combination of the con- 
sonants and vowels with their varied inflec- 
tions, are set to a tune and sung by the smaller 
scholars, all keeping very good time. Their 
lessons in arithmetic were written with pencils 
ot chalk-stone on boards blackened with 
coal. I was pleased with the neat appear- 
ance of the schoolroom, and the regular attend- 
ance reported by the teacher. I trust it will 
not be long before we shall have schools in all 
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our Christian villages ; but in many places we 
were pained to see the ignorance of the chil- 
dren, who, if educated and consecrated, would 
help to build up Christ’s cause. 

We have teachers now for all the ‘churches 
that we have visited, and most of them prom- 
ise faithfully to support their schools. 

During our last journey of twenty days, we 
visited ten of our churches, and many heathen 
places in their vicinities ; and everywhere we 
were cordially received. Next week we leave 
for our association, and expect to be absent 
about the same length of time. 


NOT A HOPELESS UNDERTAKING. 


[We select the following article from Prof. (now President) 
J. H. Seelye’s lectures on CHRISTIAN Missions, pp. 122-127- 

THAT the evangelization of the nations is not 
a hopeless undertaking, as our millennarian 
brethren claim, nor one which the Church is 
not competent to accomplish speedily, is quite 
clear from the present condition and recent 
history of missions. The history of modern 
missions does not yet reach three-fourths of a 
century. In 1790 only two Protestant mission- 
ary societies were in existence, — the Society 
of the Moravians, and that for the propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts neither of which 
dates farther back than earlier in that century. 
William Carey, a Baptist clergyman, born at 
Nottingham, Eng., 1761, is properly termed 
the pioneer of modern missions. But when he 
first proposed, at a ministers’ meeting of which 
he was a member, as a topic of discussion, the 
duty of Christians to attempt the spread of the 
gospel among heathen nations, the venerable 
Dr. Ryland, presiding officer of the meeting, 
received the proposition with astonishment 
and indignation. “ Young man, sit down,” said 
he. “When God pleases to convert the 
heathen, he will do it without your aid or 
mine.” There was only one minister in Lon- 
don, the venerable John Newton, from whom 
Carey found the least sympathy. When, in 
1796, two overtures in behalf of foreign mis- 
sions were laid before the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland, the scheme was de- 
nouneed as “highly dangerous to the good 
order of society,” and was rejected mainly on 
the ground “that it was improper and absurd 


to propagate the gospel abroad, while there 
remained a single individual at home without 
the means of religious knowledge.” 

When those earnest Christian students in 
Williams College, into whose hearts there was 
breathed a new sense of duty in behalf of the 
world’s conversion, formed themselves into a 
society, whose object they declared to be “to 
effect, in the persons of its members, a mission 
of missions to the heathen,” so strongly was 
public opinion opposed to such an undertaking, 
that lest they should be thought rashly impru- 
dent, and so should injure the cause they 
wished to promote, they adopted as Article 
Four of their organization, that “ the existence 
of this society shall be kept secret.” Having 
before us such displays of missionary activity 
and zeal as characterize the present time, with 
thirty three Protestant societies in Europe, and 
fifteen in America, sending out more than 
eighteen hundred foreign missionaries, sus- 
taining fourteen thousand Christian laborers in 
foreign fields, all told, and contributing to 
their support more than five million dollars 
per year, the whole Christian Church thrilled 
and kindled to so large a degree with the pur- 
pose to evangelize the world, we find it diffi- 
cult, almost impossible, to imagine the indiffer- 
ence and the opposition to the cause of 
missions only seventy years ago. There are 
now, in different parts of the world, more than 
fifteen hundred Bible societies, all of which 
have been organized since 1804, all having for 
their sole aim to put these glad tidings of great 
joy in the languages and the hands of all peo- 
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ple. These societies have issued, within the 
last seventy years, more than a hundred and 
thirty-five million copies of the Sacred Word, 
in languages spoken by the vast majority of 
mankind. Two of these societies alone — the 
British and Foreign and the American Bible 
Society — are printing now and circulating, on 
an average, over ten thousand copies of the 
Scriptures per day, or three millions a year, in 
various tongues. All this, besides the multi- 
tudes of copies published by private firms and 
other agencies. Never, not even in apostolic 
times, has the Church exercised any thing like 
such zeal and energy for the conversion of the 
world as now; and never has there been an 
approach to such efficiency of results as the 
present century revqals. 

There were, probably, not twenty versions 
of the Scriptures, all told, at the end of the 
first thousand years of the Christian era: now 
there are two hundred and seventy-four. I 
have recently read in “ The Indian Evangeli- 
cal Review ”? an estimate by which it appears, 
that, at the end of the first Christian century, 
there were not half as many Christians on the 
globe as are found to-day in India from less 


The Empire of Fapan. 


371 


than a hundred years of missionary effort. In 
Madagascar alone, a nation of five millions of 
people, there has been wrought, in the last 
fifty years, as complete a revolution as was 
found in the Roman erfipire down to the time 
of Constantine. Missionary efforts have never 
been so numerous or so earnest, and their 
numerical successes never so great, as at the 
present time. While we must not take to our- 
selves any self-gratulation for this ; while it be- 
hooves the Church to be humble, and to 
recognize the source of all this movement, as 
found alone in the quickening inspiration of 
her Lord, —it does become her to welcome 
with gratitude the fruits of this inspiration, 
and find in it, also, new zeal for larger efforts, 
and new hope for grander success. The 
Church, therefore, which withdraws from mis- 
sionary operations, and waits for some millen- 
nial advent of her Lord, is one whose eyes are 
holden, like the disciples on the way to Em- 
maus, not knowing that the Lord is verily risen, 
has already come, and is even now walking by 
their side. Oh for the opened eye to behold 
him, and the kindling inspiration which the 
knowledge of his presence gives ! 


THE EMPIRE OF JAPAN. 


MANY people think that the Japanese are the 
same as the Chinese. People talk of Japan 
as if it were a part of China. This is a mis- 
take: Japan and China are two different 
countries, many hundred miles apart. China 
is ten times larger than Japan: the two nations 
are quite different in character. Japan is 
about as large as our New England and the 
Middle States. It consists of four large is- 
lands, — Hondo (Niphon), Shikoku, Kiushiu, 
Yezo, and the Liu Kiu and Kurile groups, 
besides nearly four thousand little islands. 
These latter range from the size of one of our 
counties to that of a bedroom. The Japa- 
nese people number about thirty-three million 
souls. The people in Liu Kiu are a little 
different from the Japanese proper, and in 
Yezo the people are called Aino. They have 
eyes set straight like ours, and are probably 
the most ancient race in Japan. Japan is 
called an empire because the mikado, or 


emperor, rules over other people besides his 
own subjects proper. 

The country is very beautiful, made up of 
mountains and valleys, while all around is the 
glorious blue sea. The coast is full of harbors, 
and the natives are daring sailors and fisher- 
men. Thousands go out every morning in 
their boats to draw up their breakfast out of 
the sea. On land the chief crop is rice: the 
people eat no bread. “Rice is the staff of 
life,’ and is eaten three times a day. They 
do not put raisins, sugar, nutmeg, or molasses 
in it, but eat it with chop-sticksy as bread or 
vegetable. Tea is everybody’s drink. You 
can buy it for six cents, or six dollars, a pound, 
as you wish. 

Dai Nippon means “Great sun-root,” or, 
“The Land of the Rising Sun.” Hondo 
means “ main island.” The capital is Takio. 
The mikado lives here. It was formerly until, 
1868, called Yedo; but no Japanese now says 
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“Yedo,” unless he supposes you are not up to 
the times. Tokio is larger in size than New 
York, and contains nine hundred and twenty- 
five thousand people. The Sumida isa beauti- 
ful river flowing through it; but the Toné 
River supplies the water to wells through an 
aqueduct nine miles long. About eighteen 
miles from Tokio is Yokohama, which means 
“cross-shore.” At this port the great steam- 
ships arrive from California. The water at 
Tokio is not deep enough to allow them to 
anchor off that city. On the map you will also 
see Kanagawa, a large town opposite Yoko- 
hama. Farther on is Yokoska, full of dock- 
yards and ship-building houses. Next is 
Kamakura, once a famous large city, but now 
only a village. Near it is the great copper 
idol, or image, of Buddha. It is forty-four 
feet high. Its thumbs are three feet long; 
a small Sunday-school might sit on its lap, and 
several loads of hay be packed inside of it. It 
was placed there over six hundred years ago. 
Enoshima is a lovely island in the bay, 
where the people and travellers make picnics. 
In hot weather, or when wearied and need- 
ing a change, the missionaries visit it. Besides 
its cool sea-breezes, one finds the wonderful 
“ glass-sponges ” and all sorts of curious fish 
and corals along the shore. At Fujisawa is 
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an ancient temple, in the graveyard of which 
many of Japan’s great men are buried. At 
Odawara are the ruins of an old castle, round 
which many battles were fought long ago. 
At Atami are hot springs. At Shimoda lived 
Mr. Harris, our first consul to Japan. Hakone 
Lake is very pretty. It is several miles long, 
and lies in the mountains about five thousand 
feet above the sea-level. A few miles from it 
rises the glorious mountain called Fuji, or 
Fusiyama (yama means mountain). It is 
over twelve thousand feet high, and is whitened 
with snow from October to June. Even in 
summer its crater (for it is an old volcano), is 
full of ice, snow, and ice-water. Thousands 
of people climb it every summer. You have, 
perhaps, seen it painted jor carved on fans, 
trays, cabinets, and other dainty things made 
in Japan. Hakone is also famous for pretty 
carved and inlaid wood-work. In Shidzuoka, 
many pretty cabinets of lacquer-work are 
made. The last ¢ycoon (there are no tycoons 
any more), lived here. Nagoya makes thou- 
sands of fans, such as we use in America, 
every year. Lake Biwa is sixty miles long 
and very pretty. Kioto is the old capital. 
Ozaka is a very large city, and so are Kuma- 
moto and Kagoshima. — Children’s Work for 
Children, September, 1876. 


THE PLACE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


(Note. — “ The British and Foreign Evangelical Review ” 
for July contains an article on “The Place of Foreign Mis- 
sions in the Work of the Church.” Itis from the pen of a 
Christian merchant of London,— Mr. James E. Mathieson. 
Let it be noted that the utterances here given by Mr. Mathieson 
are not those of some foreign missionary, who is sometimes re- 
garded as holding extravagant and untenable views concerning 
the demands of the enterprise to which he has consecrated 
his life. It occurs to us that some wise and good men among 
us, men who are zealous friends of the work of foreign mis- 
sions, felt and said that Rev. C. H. Carpenter went too far in 
his excellent tracts on “ The Great Commission.” But here 
is aman who is not a missionary, not a secretary, nor even 
one of the over-zealous ministers in the home field, whose 
deliverances are quite as radical in sentiment, and as vigorous 
in language, as are those of Rev. Mr. Carpenter.] 


THE action of the men of Reuben and Gad, 
who left their families and property to God’s 
care while they led the van in the wars of the 
Lord, till Israel was put in possession of the 
promised land, is ably and appropriately 
used by Mr. Mathieson as a pattern and in- 
centive to the Church of to-day in the work 


committed to her hand, —that of conquering 
the world for Christ. 

Seven years were consumed in the con- 
quest of Canaan ; and during all that time God 
protected the homes and blessed the property 
of those who were fighting his battles at a 
distance. 

The idea of this paper is, that the Church 
of Christ in this land— ministers and people 
—is bound by common loyalty to the Lord 
to put forth a grand and united effort to make 
every creature hear the gospel at the earliest 
possible moment ; that she is well able to do 
this; that there is no reason why hundreds 
or thousands of the home pastors should not 
be abroad evangelizing, instead of tending 
little flocks here; and that there is a great 
misdirection of effort and waste of means in 
this land, for which all sections of the Church 
are more or less to blame. 
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Quoting words penned by an English divine 
in 1870, Mr. Mathieson says that the idea of 
them is, “that the Church in this country 
might part with all her effective soldiers of 
the cross, trusting in God for the care and 
security of the interests of home Christianity, 
and giving her energies and activities for a 
season mainly to the foreign mission enter- 
prise. Is this too much to ask? ... Are we 
willing, say, to part with Aa/f of our pastors 
and teachers, and to sustain them with our 
prayers and offerings in a grand campaign 
against the powers of darkness?” He modestly 
asks — he might have fearlessly asserted it — 
“ Is it too much to affirm that the most gifted 
of our preachers, the most eloquent, the 
mightiest in the Scriptures, are not sent to 
the war on distant battle-fields? Rather they 
are kept at home on peaceful garrison duty, 
whilst a few — not less devoted, but probably 
less gifted —are sent forth to the deadly fields 
of strife.’ He muses—as those of us who 
have seen heathen regions cannot but muse, 
puzzled, and afraid to speak out what we think, 
lest we be frowned down as_ uncharitable 
meddlers and cynics — regarding the professed 
piety of our day and land: “ Thirty thousand 
ministers of the gospel in England; three 
thoysand in Scotland; an army of city mis- 
sionaries and Scripture-readers, of Bible- 
women and nurses, of itinerant evangelists 
and open-air preachers, of sabbath-school 
teachers and class-leaders,—many of them 
treading on each other’s heels, or competing 
for an audience; and withal how many half- 
filled churches and chapels!” besides the 
various methods adopted to stimulate atten- 
tion and interest, —a kind of spiritual high- 
farming. In view of all this, we join in the 
aspiration that “half the time, half the ener- 
gies, half the Christian ingenuity and contri- 
vance, half the money thus expended, were 
concentrated in a grand endeavor to obey the 
Master’s parting command,” 

Mr. Mathieson hits the nail on the head 
when he insists that an expedition into heathen- 
dom, of all the ordained bishops and curates, 
pastors and teachers, would not only not 
injure, but greatly serve, the cause of Christ 
in this land. It would be the best reply to 
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infidel objections, and the most telling rebuke 
of those who scorn the Christian faith. I once 
ventured to say, that had Christians borne a 
truer witness, shown a higher style of piety, 
and done more for the setting up of the king- 
dom in all the earth, there would have been less 
of infidelity in the cities and villages of Britain. 

The following is only too true and timeous. 
It touches one of our diseased spots. The 
touch, however, will make some restive, and 
others scornful: “The main hinderance to the 
thorough prosecution of the mission enterprise 
is to be found in the selfishness of professing 
Christians, — of those who desire to see God’s 
work done by deputy, because they have never 
realized their responsibility as setvants and 
stewards, and who, in contrast to the Master’s 
example, are content ‘to be ministered unto,’ 
thereby absorbing so much of the energy, the 
talent, and strength of Christ’s soldiers in the 
ceaseless round of home service which is de- 
volved upon them. . . . Cannot the leaders of 
Christian opinion, in the pulpit and the press, 
proclaim a crusade against any further squan- 
dering of our Lord’s money in architectural 
finery, or in the increase of our huge standing 
army of preachers ?” 

It is devoutly to be wished, that the pastors. 
of our churches should ponder and digest. 
these things, and educate the churches they 
tend to some adequate sense of their duty to: 
the Lord’s work as an enterprise that aims at 
the conquest of the whole human race. It is- 
to be feared that too many of our “ church- 
members” are of the class referred to in this 
paper, whose “religion begins and ends in. 
church or chapel going.” The “churches” 
are not less to blame than the licentiates. I 
say so deliberately, after seeing a “call,”’ 
signed by half a hundred, presented to a. 
licentiate, and by him “cordially accepted,” 
in circumstances where an additional pastor 
was a superfluity. This is happening from: 
month to month; our divisions foster and 
perpetuate it. And where is any display of 
that magnanimity on the part of denominations. 
and of congregations that should hasten the 
end of such sinful and unwise distribution of | 
the men and means that belong to God’s- 
service ? 
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RANGOON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


LETTER FROM SAU TAY. * 


[The following letter, addressed to Rev. D. A. W. Smith, 
i s valuable as showing the work of the theological seminary 
for the Karens, and also as exhibiting the qualities of a native 
educated in it and other schools of the country.] 


Last year, from the time Dr. and Mrs. 
Binney left, in September, until the following 
January, one of our teachers, San Too Noo by 
name, was sick of a lung disease, and returned 
to his home in Shwaygyeen ; and in March he 
died. Mya Meh, another teacher, was obliged 
to leave on account of the illness of his wife, 
and only Yah-loo and myself were left; but 
this year Mya Meh’s wife has recovered, he 
has returned, and in the place of Too Noo we 
have called San Too-keh from Bassein, so that 
now we have a faculty of four teachers ; viz., 
San Tay, Yah-loo, Mya Meh, and Too-keh. 

We have now thirty-five pupils. Five of the 
first class have returned. I did not expect 
that any of this class would come back until 
the arrival of a white teacher from America ; 
‘but here they are, and I help them in their 
studies as I am able; but the work is too hard 
for me. It needs a white teacher. But some 
.of them are advanced in years, and would not 
be able to come another year ; and I must do 
for them what I can. 

Only eight new students have entered, and 
they are principally Pwos from Bassein. No 
new Sgau pupils have come from Bassein. 
They say they will come when you get back, 
and, meanwhile, will be fitting themselves in 
their own station-school. If I could have 
given them the assurance of giving my own 
personal attention to the new class, they would 
have come; but this I could not do, and, 
moreover, I think that until the American 
teacher arrives I have now as many pupils as 
I can well care for. I am not strong, and we 
cannot receive a crowd. The more pupils, the 
more cares ; and I should not be equal to it. 

The students that are here now are all well 
disposed, and seriously bent on study, as it 
used to be at the beginning when Dr. Binney 
started the school ; and they are all attentive to 
the regulations. Our new assistant, Too-keh, 
is a good music-teacher, which we all of us 
feel to be a great boon. 


There is one study which is this year omit- 
ted, — the study of mental philosophy. There 
ought not to be an intermission of a single 
year in this study. But I have not time to 
devote to it, and, what is more, I do not feel 
quite equal to it. The instructor in this 
branch should be the missionary himself. 

We rejoice greatly to hear that you are en- 
gaged in preparing commentaries on the Bi- 
ble. We hope you will do every book in the 
Bible ; but the teachers agree with me in the 
wish that you would give attention, first of all, 
to the book of Job, and then the other poetical 
books, and the prophets, in their chronologi- 
cal order. The New Testament we have been 
over, time and again, and feel more familiar 
with it ; and, besides, commentaries have been 
written upon several of its books, so that their 
meaning seems more within our reach than 
that of the Old Testament. 

Moreover, will you not try to procure for us 
pictures illustrating the Mosaic institutions, 
the tabernacle and its furniture, the clothing 
of the priests, and such others as may aid us 
in the study of the Scriptures? How great is 
the advantage of such helps, you know even 
better than I do. If you are at the present 
time engaged on some book, finish shat, of 
course. But then give your first attention to 
the books I have mentioned above ; for of them 
there is the most urgent need in our school. 
When you come back, if you should set out to 
prepare commentaries on the entire Bible, the 
work would be too great for you; and yet we 
would have you do it. If you would limit 
yourself to only one or two classes a day, giv- 
ing the remainder of your time to the prepara- 
tion of such needful works and to the general 
care of the seminary, I think that we could 
manage the rest. 

If this seminary could only have a good sup- 
ply of text-books and books of reference, its 
prosperity and efficiency would be greatly pro- 
moted. If the Lord will give us health, and 
enable us to work together, help one another 
on, in this school, each new year shall see an 
advance upon the preceding. 

O God, in this be thou our helper ! — Often 
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have I prayed to God to allow me to see this 
_ institution fully equipped for its great work. 
I am not yet an old man, and I still hope and 
pray for it. You love me, and you know I 
love you. But my strength is not as in former 
times, and my infirmities ask the forbearance 
of others. I am still able to hear two classes 
daily, but during the intervals. I am obliged to 
rest. I am able, too, to look after the morning 
and evening labors of the pupils, in the care of 
their dormitories, the compound, preparation 
of rice, &c. But, from preaching in the chapel, I 
am obliged mostly to desist. The excitement of 
such efforts brings on dizziness and a tendency 
to fall, and I do not dare to attempt it. I must 
do every thing with moderation. I cannot let 
myself out. I am not satisfied with myself, 
and sometimes I fear my brethren may be im- 
patient with m2. And yet, if I glory, I must 
needs glory in my infirmities, for Christ’s sake. 
Last year, in all my weakness, Christ en- 
abled me to hear two classes every day, and 
for this I cannot be sufficiently grateful ; and I 
hope for the same divine help the year to 
come. 

We get our commissariat, month by month, 
from Prof. Packer. Though his labors are 
arduous, he is always ready to furnish us 
needed assistance. 

With regard to Prof. Packer and the col- 
lege, they have now eighty-three pupils, and 
their dormitory is filled to overflowing. The 
want of a schoolroom [chapel], too, is a seri- 
ous inconvenience to them. ‘The majority of 
pupils come from Henthada; not a few, too, 
are from Rangoon. But from —— they no 
longer come. They say they will certainly 
come as soon as the college offers superior 
inducements. Just now, it would seem that 
their own station-school is as good as Prof. 
Packer’s. The teachers under Prof. Packer 
are Pah-kau, Too, Nan Ella, Miss Chace, a 
Burmese teacher, and Mrs. Packer also exerts 
herself for the school more than she ought. 
Hattie (my daughter) helps also in one class a 
day. Still the pupils are divided into many 
classes, and the missionary teachers are over- 
burdened, even now. Next year, if new pupils 
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enter, the teaching force must be increased, or 
the result will be truly disastrous. 

It would seem as if God had awakened 
throughout Burmah a zeal for schools. Every 
station-school is full. At Kemendine (Mr. 
Vinton’s), there are one hundred and seventy- 
nine pupils, and a deficiency in the teaching 
force. At Bassein there are two hundred, and 
they are still coming. The same zeal is mani- 
fested in Henthada. Though without the 
missionary there, yet they do not lose courage. 
Many have come down to the college and 
seminary ; some are at Kemendine, and many 
in their own station-school. The Henthada 
Karen Christians are not a feeble kind. 

Among the heathen in Rangoon and Bas- 
sein, God has revived his work here and there 
in many places, and preachers have gone to 
them. Not many have as yet made a profes- 
sion by baptism; but they have established 
schools, to which they send their children, and 
they declare their purpose to become worship- 
pers shortly. 

When you come out, bring an assortment of 
garden-tools, for our morning and evening 
work. Mr. Carpenter brought with him a 
variety of kinds which made the work both 
pleasant and easy, and rapid in execution. 
Don’t fail to bring them, and see that they are 
thoroughly made. We want lamps, too, for 
our chapel. What kind will be suitable and 
good, you must judge yourself. Now we are 
well provided with a chapel and seats, but no 
lamps yet. 

The two Webster’s Unabridged which you 
sent have been received, and they are supe- 
rior to any thing now in the hands of pupils 
studying in Burmah. 

I am now in charge of the “ Morning Star,” 
and there are many contributors. Especially 
Dr. Cross is a great help. The letter you 
sent to me will soon appear in the “ Star.” 

If you meet with any who know me, greet 
them for me. I and my whole household 
greet you. 

May the Lord guide us until we see each 
other, and find ourselves pleasantly working 
together ! 
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WRITE SOMETHING TO AROUSE. 


{We are often requested to urge our missionaries in tle 
foreign field to write more frequently, and more stirring letters 
about their work. Some one has addressed to a missionary 
in China a communication containing the following words: — 

“I wish our hearts could be stirred up to some due sense 
of the demands of the heathen upon us, as you who are sur- 
rounded by them see and feel it... . Please write something 
to us to arouse our waning zeal.”’ 

To that letter comes a reply, which is published in the col- 
umns of ** Woman’s Work for Woman.” We give below some 
extracts which our readers will find instructive and interesting.] 


“WE receive similar requests frequently, 
from many different places, and strong ap- 
peals, occasionally, from our secretaries, to 
help them supply the demand for something to 
‘arouse the waning zeal’ of the church. The 
touching and stirring account of Jim, given in 
‘The Foreign Missionary’ a few years ago, by 
Mrs. Lloyd, of the Zulu Mission, was pointed 
out as a sample of the good that could be done 
by well-written accounts of the incidents we 
meet with in our work. Now, there is not one 
of us that would not be thankful and inex- 
pressibly gratified—and perhaps He who 
knows our hearts best sees that to be truth- 
ful we must add, mightily elated —to send 
such an account by every mail, 7f we only had 
it to send. Possibly there are Nebuchadnez- 
zars at home, too, who would, in such a case, 
take pride in this great Babylon ‘which we 
had builded.’ But, whatever may be the rea- 
son, there are very few such stories to write. 
Missionary work is much like preaching and 
teaching at home. It has its ups and downs, 
and more of the downs than ups. 

“Some souls are growing in grace, some are 
coming into the church, and some have gone 
home to glory. Good is being done all the 
time, yet we sigh more than we rejoice. When 
the ten lepers were cleansed, one turned back 
to give thanks ; but Christ sighed for the nine. 
The man in the parable rejoiced more over the 
one sheep recovered than over the ninety and 
nine that went not astray ; but if the hundred 
had all gone astray, and he had found one, I 
think he would have forgotten it in sorrow for 
the ninety and nine. So it is with us. We 
almost forget the few tens that are saved 
among the tens of thousands who are going 
down to death. Then we find many, who, like 
the Galatians, ‘run well for a time,’ and our 
rejoicing on their account is turned into mourn- 


ing: we soon learn to rejoice with trembling, 
and fear to tell our joy lest it turn into mourn- 
ing. Sometimes we do, like David, number 
the people ; and, like David, we have to mourn 
our folly. 

“ This work taxes not only our minds and our 
bodies, but our hearts, and that all the time; 
and, as I said before, we walk more in the val- 
leys than on the mountain tops. . .. We are 
almost cut off from the Christian and civilized 
world. Our friends become absorbed in their 
new interests and cares and friendships, and 
one by one forget us, till the mail almost 
ceases to bring us any but mothers’ letters 
and business letters. By and by the mothers 
close their dim eyes, and fold their trembling 
hands in their long sleep, while we are far away, 
and so almost the last link is broken that binds 
us toa Christianland. Appeals come to us for 
information. The Church has a right to know 
what we are doing, and what are the results. 
We are watchmen as well as workmen. We 
answer as fully as time will allow, but there 
comes no response. A Sunday school or so- 
ciety offers to support a child in a school, and 
wishes ‘frequent and regular letters to keep 
up the interest.’ We write our regular letter, 
they send their regular contribution, but there 
never comes with it a word of sympathy or 
cheer. All is silent as the grave. Does our 
zeal never wane? Does our interest never 
flag? Do our hearts never faint? Are we in 
no danger of growing weary in well-doing ? 
Who writes letters to‘ rouse our waning zeal’? 
Who cheers our drooping spirits ? 

“ My dear sisters, the conversion of the world 
is not a job to be finished up in a year or two 
by a ‘spurt’ now and then, when some extra 
excitement stirs up our enthusiasm. Itis a 
stupendous work, that will require the concen- 
trated and consecrated energies of all who love 
the Lord Jesus, of every name and nation, and 
for many long yearstocome. The only way to 
accomplish it is for the whole Church to take 
up the work in obedience to our Lord’s com- 
mand, with a just estimate of its immensity, 
and with a strong determination on the part of 
each member to work on till we fall at our 
post. Thereis ‘no discharge in this warfare,’ 
and it will not be ended in our day. A geog- 
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raphy will be the best help to a just estimate 
of its immensity, and the Bible the only help 
to a just estimate of its difficulty and impor- 
tance, because that alone reveals to us the 
depravity of the human heart and the value of 
souls. When our zeal wanes, let us renew it in 
our closets. When our courage fails, let us 
strengthen ourselves in the Lord our God. 
When our labors seem fruitless, let us go to the 
sure promises. When we are tempted to de- 
spair by the ingratitude, opposition, and hatred 


of those to whom we are giving our money, our: 


labors, and our lives, let us look unto Jesus, our 
great Example, and endure, as he did, unto the 
end, for the joy that is set before us. 


“ For My Sake.” 
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“We will try to tell you all the stirring fact 
the Lord gives us, and give you all the informa- 
tion our time and strength will allow (and Iam 
sure you do not wish us either to neglect our 
direct work for the heathen, or to overtax our 
strength to tell you what we are doing) ; but do 
not depend upon us for a motive, nor for 
the measure of your zeal and consecration. 
No motive but a loving obedience to Christ 
will sustain either you or us to the end 
of this mighty work. May the whole 
Church, in all lands, be soon brought up 
to the requisite degree of faith and consecra- 
tion !—” 


“FOR MY SAKE.” 


{Notre. — The Church of Scotland has recently sent out a 
party of six missionaries into the region of Africa known as 
-Lake Nyassa. Rev. Dr. Herdman, Convener Foreign 
Missions’ Committee, Edinburgh, made the parting address to 
the mission company. We copy a portion of it from ** The 
Illustrated Missionary News.” The address is pervaded 
with an admirable spirit.] 


But in the name of the Church of Scotland, 
on whose behalf you go to carry to that people 
the blessed influences and glad tidings of 
Christianity, it is my privilege to send you 
away with a greeting of affectionate good 
wishes ; and putting you in mind very gener- 
ally of what you are to avoid and what to 
aim at, to dismiss you with a sentence from 
the Master, which, in the hands of his Spirit, 
may be suitable in all circumstances to refresh, 
guide, and cheer 

The word of the Lord Jesus which I would 
leave with you is this, “ For my sake.” You 
find it some twenty times in the New Testa- 
ment, — connected with a call to service, an 
encouragement to suffering, a demand for 
sacrifice, an assurance of success, —“ For My 
sake.” 

In your going forth in this cause there is 
probably something of a spirit of enterprise, 
something of patriotism, something of phil- 
anthropy. But, besides, we hope there is with 
each of you, deep down in your heart of hearts, 
this grandest motive, this impelling principle, 
the love of Christ. “1 go at his call who has 
redeemed me, whose I am, in whom is all my 
trust: moved by his grace, I go to do his work, 
looking chiefly for his approbation.” To his 


voice, “ Whom shall I send? and who will go 
for us ?” you have severally answered, “ Here 
am I, send me.” And now the Lord is saying 
to you, “Go in this thy strength: fear not, for 
I am with thee ; work, wait, watch, for my sake, 
who loved you and gave myself for you!” 
Cherish the thought, brothers ; carry it with you 
everywhere, — an incentive to labor, the very 
law of your life, and its goal : it will be strength 
to you and stimulus, and cordial for many days, 
ay, all your days, —“ For My sake!” . 

You are bound for a land grievously afflicted 
with cruel, abominable slavery ; slavery that 
leads to wars and bloody outrages; slavery 
that represses agriculture, hinders legitimate 
commerce, and goes far to turn whole districts, 
which might be as gardens of the Lord, into a 
waste wilderness. 

Our hope is, that, along with other agencies, 
you may be a means of striking a blow at this 
dreadful curse, of helping to bring the country 
into intercourse with other nations, and lead- 
ing toits prosperity in every way. We long 
for the social as well as the moral and spiritual 
elevation of the sunken African race. But 
remember that object is to be sought by you 
as pioneers and preachers of the gospel of 
peace, and on its principles alone. You are 
not, in order to gain it, to employ carnal 
weapons. You have no authority or warrant 


to interfere by arms between contending 
tribes; you must never use force to free 
captives from their Arab masters; nor are 
you yourselves to embark in trade. 
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Your mission, although in part industrial, 
is directly and exclusively Christian, —to be 
carried out solely by te arts of peace, and 
the power of persuasion; in the way of in- 
struction, gentle entreaty, and example. “For 
my sake,” hear the pitiful Saviour say, “ Be 
kindly, be filled with compassion ; seek to win 
those oppressed ones to me! For my sake, 
abstain from violence; be meek and lowly; 
tread in my, steps.” 

It is true that you bear from him a definite 
message, “ The faithful saying, worthy of all 
acceptation, ”— this that Christ came into the 
world, and died, and rose again, to save sin- 
ners ; that God is seeking souls ; and you will 
ever burn with the desire to bring your fellow- 
men to the foot of the cross, that they may 
be saved, and that Jesus may see in them the 
travail of his soul, and be satisfied. You will 
set yourselves to acquire the native language 
with a view to this, and (as opportunity offers) 
open schools, and gather around you those 
who may be willing to be taught, looking for- 
ward to the day when many now in gross igno- 
rance shall be able to hear and read in their 
own tongue the wonderful works of God. 

But time must elapse before much can be 
done in this line. From the very first, how- 
ever, and always, you are to be missionaries of 
Christ, — his witnesses, living for his sake, 
your habits all telling for him, by the daily ex- 
hibition of his mind and temper gaining victo- 
ries over idolatry. The most unenlightened 
can understand character. There is an elo- 
quence beyond speech in the silent holiness 
of a truly Christian home. And when those 
among whom you dwell see you calm, self-con- 
trolled, patient, happy in an Unseen Hope, 
they will take knowledge of you, that you have 
been with Jesus. 

You have your several specialities : they are 
to be so many instruments of righteousness, 
diligently used for Christ. You know Living- 
stone’s memorable maxim, uttered after his 
achievement of famous exploits as a traveller, 
“The end of the geographical feat is but the 
beginning of the missionary enterprise.” So 
with your work, of whatever kind. The prac- 
tice of medicine is to be the vehicle of Christ's 
gospel. Manual or mechanical skill is to open 
a way into heathen hearts. In cultivation of 
the soil you will contemplate a higher culture. 
By music you shall allure to a lofty worship. 
Your divers gifts and various operations — a// 


“ For My Sake.” 
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sacred, if brought to him for his blessing, and 
prosecuted for his sake— are to procure an 
entrance for the truth as it is in Jesus. Let 
Him have a constant place in your thoughts, | 
the supreme place in your hearts ; and whether 
you minister to a fever case, do it for the Lord ; 
whether you speak of his love, speak as in his 
awn presence and power; or whether you 
wield the spade, the oar, the hammer, or the 
chisel, hear him who went about healing all 
manner of diseases ; him who worked for years 
as a carpenter, and many of whose days and 
nights were passed in a little open boat on the 
lake of Galilee. Let it dignify your every em- 
ployment to hear him say, “ The disciple is to 
be as his Master, — do this for my sake /” 

And let the same thought lighten your trials. 
Count on these. Your undertaking is arduous. 
Temptations you are sure to encounter. Meet 
them all in the remembrance of 47s love. You 
know how differently we go through hardships 
according to the spirit in which they are met. 
Take duty simply as unavoidable, and it may 
be an irksome task; whereas love has a won- 
derful power of rendering difficulties practica- 
ble and pleasant, as saith the Lord, to those 
who come to learn of him, “ My yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” 

My friends, if I put you in mind of Joseph’s 
charge to his brethren, “See that ye fall not 
out by the way,” you will understand that more 
is meant than mere abstinence from quarrels. 
You are a little company, banded together by 
loyalty to your common Lord; you must be 
much to each other in Christian sympathy. 
For your own sakes, “walk in love ;” and for 
His sake, who emphatigally enjoined the new 
commandment, adding, “‘ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another.” 

Be one, also, with your dear companions of 
the Free Church Mission. We sometimes 
have cause to mourn divisions and discord at 
home. Let there be none abroad, —no jars, 
no jealousies! In the face of darkness that 
may be felt, you have all the same calling to 
point to Him who is the light of the world ; 
and to let your light so shine that men, seeing 
your good works, may glorify your Father in 
heaven ! 

Brothers, you take your life in your hand, 
you part from kindred and friends, you go to 
scenes likely to try your endurance; forget 
not the key-note, “For my sake!” You go to 
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display Him who bought you with his blood, 
and to unfurl his standard where he is as yet 
unknown. He will be with you; therefore be 
men of faith and courage and zeal. Advance 
“with prayer, and you will find that you are not 
alone. His grace preserve you blameless unto 
the end, and comfort your hearts in every sea- 
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son of depression! Look off unto Jesus at 
all times, and often think of the day when you 
shall hear him say, “I know thy works and 
thy labors, and thy patience, and how for my 
name’s sake thou hast labored, and hast not 
fainted.’ “Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant! enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” 


PRAYING FOR MISSIONS. 


A MISSIONARY IN CHINA WRITES, I 
have been thinking for some time past that I 
should like to ask a few questions ; because 
we have found, on more than one occasion. 
that, when dear ones at home have been pray- 
ing much for us, we have been receiving much 
blessing here. And now I should like to ask 
if they are still praying for us with that faith 
and zeal which asks, and expects to re- 
ceive. 

We came to China to win souls. Are there 
many at home praying that we may be wise to 
do so? We try to carry glad tidings to weary 
hearts, but few believe our report. Are there 
many at home praying for us that the word 
spoken may be “ mixed with faith in them that 
hearit?” We try to tell the “ Old, old story ;” 
but it often seems like beating the air, and we 
marvel at their unbelief. Are there many at 
home praying for us, that we may speak God’s 
word in that “ demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power ” which all our adversaries shall not 
be able to gainsay nor resist ? 

I see more and more that it is not merely 
coming to China, and living amongst the 
Chinese, and talking to them, that will save 
souls. Satan is not so easily driven from his 
stronghold. It is zow as it was of old, —he 
“goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.” 
When there is much prayer, there is much 
prosperity; therefore, “Brethren, pray for 
us.” If “the effectual, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much,” surely the 


effectual, fervent prayers of many righteous 


will avail much more. Prisoners’ chains soon 
fall off, and prison-doors fly open, when “ prayer 
is made without ceasing of the Church unto 
God.” The work is the Lord’s; and except 
he build the house, they labor in vain who 
build it. And if it is the high privilege of 
those who are here to work, it is also the 


high privilege of those who are at home to 
pray. Indeed, I am quite jealous that so 
much blessing has been received at home, 
and such a harvest of souls gathered in, while 
we must be content to see one little seed 
here, and another there, growing up amidst a 
thousand tares. But we are not content; and 
we often wonder if the same amount of prayer 
and supplication had been offered up for poor 
dark China that has been offered up for 
other privileged lands, whether or not our 
hearts might not have been gladdened with the 
sight of a revival. I wish we had a few 
Moodys and Sankeys in China, to bring down 
“the former and the latter rain.” 


The few here who have come over unto the 


Lord’s side much need, and often ask for, 
prayer. They have felt the sharp point of 
persecution. Some of them have been beaten 
with many stripes; others have lost friends, 
houses, lands, and money. They are taunted 
by their neighbors, and have their names 
cast out as evil, because they have cast in their 
lot with the people of God. Are any at home 
praying for them? 


And now as to ourselves. We have never 


. found our path in China strewed with roses. 


We expect those by and by, and laurels too ; 
but at present we seem to have a good share 
of sorrow,and trial, of care and toil. The flesh 
is still weak, the world still hates, and Satan’s 
darts are still fiery. We are far from the means 
of grace for our souls, and we are far from med- 
ical aid for our bodies. Are there many at 


home praying for us, that we may not grow 
weary in well-doing, that our faith fail not, and 
that the pleasure of the Lord may prosper in 
ourhands? May he “ overturn, overturn, over- 
turn, until He come whose right it is.” For 
the kingdom is his, and the power is his, and 
the glory shall be forever his. 
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MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mission to Storden. 


LETTER FROM Mr. DRAKE. 
StockHoim, July 31, 1876. 

In the Annual Report, and at your anniversary, 
I find fresh proofs of the kind and unabated in- 
terest in the Lord’s work in our country by our 
brethren in America. May the Lord bless all 
who help us with their means and their interces- 
sions at the throne of grace! I am quite sure 
there.are many prayers in return ascending for 
them from humble cottages under our northern 
sky. 


THE WorK IN FINLANnD.—As I have not had 
any thing of special interest to communicate to 
you from our Baptist brethren in Finland for a 
long time, I shall confine my present letter to 
them, although there are not matters wanting from 
our own country. 

From a lady in the North of Finland, Rev. J. 
Palmquist has received a letter, from which I have 
been permitted to make an extract. 

I must first remark, that, of the two brethren 
somewhat gifted in preaching, one called Niss, 
about two years ago, made a schism in the original 


. Baptist church at the place. But last fall he came 


with tears to confess that he had been elated with 
pride, and led astray, and, deeply penitent, asked 
to be received into the church. Ever since, he has 
given unmistakable evidence of his sincerity. In 
his zeal, however enthusiastic, he had preached, 
and baptized great numbers. Wonderful to say, 
these people in general have been found sincere 
believers, and by and by better enlightened. And 
now the original one church has increased to six 
churches. The membership I know not; but it 
must be, at the very least, a hundred and fifty, 
probably more. To one of these flocks Miss H. 
refers in a letter dated July 17, in the following 
words : — 

“Yesterday we attended worship with the sister 
church at Larsmo, consisting of sixty members. 
This church was formed through the labors of Niss 
while separated from us. On his being restored, 
the friends at Larsmo still adhered to the prac- 
tices he had inculcated, believing them to be 
founded in the word of God; hence they kept at a 
distance from us. During the winter, however, 
they were better enlightened in the truth, and 
drawn towards us and the other churches, espe- 
cially through Victor’s assisting them with coun- 
sels in the. difficulties they had to encounter from 
the priest, who seems to be bent upon their de- 


struction. On Sunday last one of the brethren 
worshipped with us the whole day, and it was very 
cheering and instructive to converse with him. 
He invited us all to come there. Larsmo is situ- 
ated on the islands, six miles out in the Bothnian 
Gulf. Early in the morning they came to fetch us 
in avery large boat. After a pleasant voyage of 
about two hours, spent in profitable conversation 
with the brethren while plying their oars, we were 
most cordially received at their home, a patriarchal 
family of the old style, five married couples, broth- 
ers, sisters, children, and grandchildren, all living 
together under one roof, dining at one table, and 
enjoying the common family property. Labor is 
divided, some fishing out on the boisterous sea, 
others cultivating the ground, or attending to 
household duties. And God has blessed them 
materially in a rich manner, but still more spiritu- 
ally; the whole family fearing the Lord with all 
their heart, all excepting the infants being mem- 
bers of the church, In this happy home,.where 
peace and harmony seemed to reign, every thing 
was now arranged as for a wedding-feast, although 
in the plain manner of the country. The worthy 
grandsire began by telling how he himself, his 
father, and many others, for many long and dreary 
years, had been groaning under the heavy burden 
of their sin, in vain striving to conquer it, and 
seeking rest to their weary souls. Now all faces 
were beaming with peace and joy. Then, in our 
turn, we told them of the Lord’s dealings with us. 
ever since the Baptists of Aland gave a good 
testimony for Christ before the (archiepiscopal) 
Chapter at Abo and at our house. We shall never 
forget that day. And here Victor took up the 
thread, and told how God, during his sea-voyages, 
had brought him into contact with Baptists in Eng- 
land, in Burmah, at Sundsvall, and at Stockholm. 
In the afternoon almost the whole church came 
together ; and we spent the time in singing, read- 
ing, praying, and praising God. We could not 
suppress tears of gratitude in looking over this 
large gathering of people, in the flower of youth, 
middle-aged men, and old, tottering men,—all, 
through the mercy of God, rescued from the power 
of darkness, and brought into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son. We know they have their short- 
comings: yet they have turned their back to sin, 
they are rescued from the vice of drunkenness, and 
many other things attendent upon it. Some of 
them may turn aside, yet God has commenced his 
work, and who dares to deny but he may yet perfect 
it, seeing that his name is ‘ Faithful’? These new 
friends again looked upon us with joy, and the 
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eyes of some glistened with big tears. Having 
been treated to every good thing that these dear 
friends are able to procure, we took leave, and 
were conveyed home by nine brethren, who emu- 
lated in this service of love, although they had to 
return during the night, and then right away in the 
morning had to go out hay-making. A _ great 
crowd accompanied us down to the shore, and 
while singing, — : 
‘Tam a pilgrim” — 

we set out. 

“ Two weeks ago I visited Purmo (ten miles up 
the country) with Mary E., who continues to teach 
a day-school there with great success and evident 
blessing, although with no pecuniary advantage to 
herself, Now she had a Sunday-school festival in 
the open air, attended, besides her fifty scholars, 
by about a hundred and fifty adults, members, and 
strangers. In the afternoon, the Church met 
around the communion-table. It was a great priv- 
ilege again to sit down and renew, with these dear 
friends, the bond of love, stronger, I believe, from 
our having been separated for atime. They now 
all seem to keep so close to the Lord, and be 
warmed by his love. One cannot cease to wonder 
at what God has wrought. Two women came to 
me privately to ask my forgiveness for some things 
since the time of separation, as their consciences 
left them no peace for it, although it was a thing I 
never knew of. A man also came and restored 
seventy-five enn? that he had cheated me out of in 
dealing in 1867. What a joy to see such things, 
and to know, in these days, when the vice of drunk- 
enness is so fearfully common and on the increase, 
that not a drop of liquor is touched by those con- 
nected with our churches !” 

As to the Baptists of Aland, referred to in the 
above, it may be interesting to mention that it 
sprung up as the result of an effort by a Baptist 
preacher of Stockholm to preach on these islands 
while the British fleet held possession of them 
during the Crimean war. Afterwards the brethren 
had to appear before the consistory (it must have 
been in 1858). Then a member of this high eccle- 
siastical body showed them Christian hospitality. 
Their testimony made a deep impression upon the 
family, and sprung up “ after many days.” 


lission to the Japanese. 
LETTER FROM MR. ARTHUR. 
Toxo, Aug. 9, 1876. 

WorK AND FAILING HEALTH. — We are among 
the nineties, — nothing extraordinary for August ; 
but it is not the degree, but the continuity, of the 
heat, which oppresses us here. In New England 
thunder-showers and cool days and fresh breezes 
relieve the severity of the heat. Here we have had 
no rain for a month, and the heat is steadily the 
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same. Every foreigner who can get away has gone 
to the cool retreats of the mountains or the sea. I 
have held steadily to my work, until now the want 
of strength compels me to give way. Since my 
return to Tokio, I have had two sabbath and three 
weekly services in my own house, and two evening 
meetings at the houses of native believers in the 
city. The heat has caused our audiences to vary 
greatly, sometimes going as low as forty, and at 
other times over a hundred being present. 


Hoperut Siens. — I have been greatly gratified 
by the quiet, orderly, and eager attention of our 
hearers. I have tried to preach Christ, rather than 
to directly assail idolatry ; and it is astonishing how 
soon and readily the people abandon the religion 
of their fathers, the worship of idols and ancestors, 
and become at least nominal believers in Jesus. 
They show none of the stubborn tenacity of the 
Burmans. 


AccEsstons By Baptism. — The last sabbath in 
July, I baptized a man who began to come to my 
house in June. I noticed him first as a stranger 
in my audience, very regular and attentive. I 
finally ventured to speak to him personally, found 
him to be in a very interesting state of mind, 
urged him to begin at once to pray to the one true 
God, and gave him a little book containing the 
Lord’s Prayer, and two others ; and, in a very few 
days after, he came out into the light. He was ex- 
amined with six other candidates for baptism ; and 
even the native church, unaccustomed to the hear- 
ing of Christian experience, marked the difference 
in his bearing and in that of some of the others. 
He is a man of middle age, with a wife and family; 
evidently of some firmness of character, and until 
now has been a devout and reverent worshipper of 
idols, and of the spirits of his ancestors. I bap- 
tized him and one other, a neighbor who lives op- 
posite me, the last sabbath in July. Iwas not sat- 
isfied about the others, and advised them to wait. 
I have baptized in all seven persons since May. 

A sabbath or two ago, after preaching a sermon 
on the nature of true faith, I asked those who 
thought they believed in Christ from the heart to 
stand up; and, to my surprise, nineteen persons 
arose, among them the aged grandmother of one 
of the members of the church in Yokohama. She 
has quite recently become a regular attendant of 
our sabbath services. Several others arose ta ex- 
press a wish that they might receive the forgiveness 
of sin, 


Mission to the Assamese. 
LETTER FROM Mr. CLARK. 


Tue Naca — Amgoorie, the tea-garden 
nearest to Dehu Haimong village, I left on the 1st 


— 
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of March, expecting to see no more white faces for 
months, and bidding good-by to nearly every 
earthly comfort, —a leap out of the world, and a 
plunge into barbarism. A boy who knew a little 
about cooking came up with me as a servant; no 
other servant could I get to come with me, as the 
government of India gives no protection. The 
walk to Dehu Haimong village, some eighteen 
miles by a narrow path through dense forests, up 
and down hills, across streams, up steep inclines, 
at last to an elevation of about three thousand 
feet from the start, — this, by getting off in good 
season and pressing on, was done in one day; so 
there was no camping out at night. 


THE HAIMONG VILLAGE is on the crest of a hill 
abounding in soft sandstone rock. There are per- 
haps one hundred and fifty houses in the village, 
with one main path running up and down, over 
and between the rocks ; there are several branch- 
paths, — houses usually quite close together. A 
stockade surrounds the village, except in precip- 
itous places, of which there are several. On two 
sides, and near the village, are burying-grounds, or 
rather places for depositing the dead. I do not 
know that any of the Nagas bury their dead : cer- 
tainly this tribe does not. A long triangular coffin 
is:made of bamboos and palm-leaf ; the corpse is 
put in, taken to the place for depositing the dead, 
there is placed on a small platform a few feet 
from the ground; and over this is built a sort of 
box of thatch or palm-leaf, supported by bamboos- 
Some articles which the person in life deemed 
valuable, especially war-weapons, badges, and 
trophies, are suspended or placed near the box- 
house of the dead. Sometimes the corpse is first 
dried and smoked for days over a slow fire in a 
dwelling-house, and then taken to the cemetery. 
When a man dies, a dog or some other animal is 
usually killed to accompany the spirit of the de- 
ceased. 


AGRICULTURE AND Foop, — The Nagas, savages 
though they are, live by cultivating the soil. Their 
staple crop is rice, which they cultivate under 
great difficulties and with immense labor. They 
are very fond of meat ; but their choice dishes are 
not what Americans would fancy, unless it be those 
who think a missionary should live like the people 
among whom he labors. One day as I was about 
to partake of a meal, a Naga brought in what he 
thought delectable: it was dried rotten fish; and 
so rank was the odor that I could not remain in 
the house three minutes with it. So Nagas will 
also greedily strip a putrid carcass of a cow or 
buffalo, and think they are getting something very 
nice. Charred buffalo-hide is another favorite 
dish of theirs. 


Housgs,—The Naga houses in this tribe are 
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much alike. The one I occupy is a fair specimen, 
The floor is raised from the ground, and is made 
of split bamboos braided, and resting upon a 
bamboo platform. The eaves of the house come 
down quite low, almost to a level with the floor. 
The walls are a sort of coarse matting, joining the 
roof at top, and the floor at the bottom; on the 
sides it is about four feet and a half high; and at 
the gable ends, from ridge of roof to floor, is perhaps 
ten feet. There is one large room about fifteen by 
twenty-five feet, and a small room at rear four by 
fifteen feet. About the centre of the large room is 
the hearth for the fire. Here the cooking is done, 
and around this hearth the Nagas sleep at night, 
keeping up a little fire. In some part of the room 
the fowls sleep ; and now and then a wild tiger-cat 
creeps in at night, and steals a chicken or a hen. 
This big room is their sitting-room, kitchen, sleep- — 
ing-room, fowl-house, and storehouse. The door 
is at the end of the house; no windows, no chim- 
ney. The smoke stains or blackens every thing 
in the house, sometimes troubling eyes and throat. 
As to vermin, the fleas are the most troublesome. 
For self and servant, I partitioned off by a mat 
one corner of the big room for him as a sleeping- 
place, and one corner for myself to sleep in, 
Under the bed are the most of my few stores. 
Perhaps I may add that I have to prepare my 
own bread for baking, and do my own washing 
and mending. My boy-servant cannot well do this 
with his other work, and Nagas do not know how. 


RELIGION. — The religious element in the Naga 
mind is quite strong. They do any amount of 
false worship ; that is, those not Christians. There 
are many false deities whom they seek to pro- 
pitiate. If one in the family is ill, they will not 
hesitate to run heavily in debt to get what is 
deemed necessary for sacrificial offerings. As to 
the church here, there is some very good material 
in it, and some that I fear is pretty poor; but the 
backsliders have been gradually coming back to 
Christian service. Three of the members of the 
church have died of cholera brought up from the 
plain. Till this season, this disease has never 
been known to prevail in the villages of this tribe. 
But there is something of a famine in these hills, 
caused by the great destruction of last year’s rice 
by the field-rats. The enfeebled condition of the 
system, from insufficient food, may have made this 
tribe much more than usually susceptible to chol- 
era, which had been prevalent in the plain along 
the frontier. Am glad to say that cholera did not 
attack any of the best members of the church. 
There is apparently one er two fit subjects of bap- 
tism ; but I do not wish to be in haste. 


LANGUAGE. — The language is totally different 
from the Assamese. My Assamese assistant Good- 
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hulay seems to understand the language of this 
tribe pretty well. We have worked up a vocabu- 
lary of about three thousand words ; and I suspect 
there are at least a thousand more, not including 
some dialectic differences in the forty and more 
different villages of the tribe. 


Mission to the Chinese. 
LETTER FROM MR. PARTRIDGE. 
Swatow, July 11, 1876. 


EXCLUSIONS AND Baptisms. —Our last com- 
munion-week passed off very pleasantly, and in 
the main very satisfactorily: We had rain nearly 
every day, and the weather was comfortably cool. 
At our church-meeting we found it necessary to 
exclude three members ; one for joining the Ro- 
man Catholics, one far long-continued miscon- 
duct, and one (a woman) for returning to her 
idols. Nine men and one woman came before 
the church, six of whom were carefully examined 
for nearly two hours. Two only were accepted ; 
one, a boy sixteen years old, whose father has 
many years been a church-member, and whose 
elder brother is one of our most efficient assist- 
ants. This boy has been here in school for nearly 
two years, and is the best scholar in the school. 
His replies to our questions were very satisfac- 
tory, nearly every reply containing a quotation 
from Scripture. The other candidate accepted is 
a young man all of whose relatives are heathen, but 
who is willing to meet their opposition for the sake 
of the gospel. Four of those examined were ad- 
vised to wait at least two months, that they might 
learn of the way more perfectly. 


AN INTERESTING CASE. — Just off the coast, 
and distant some fifteen miles east from Chung 
Lim, is the island of Hai Sua, on which there are 
eighteen villages. The only church-members on 
the island are an old gray-haired man and his 
wife. This old man can read a little, and has for 
a long time been accustomed to have a Sunday 
service at his house. A man more than fifty years 
old, a neighbor of this old church-member, was 
one of those examined. He said he had heard the 
gospel at the old man’s house for five or six years, 
and now he desired to unite with God’s people. I 
was greatly interested in his case. He showed an 
acquaintance with the vital truths of the New Tes- 
tament that was to me very surprising; and his 
replies to all the questions were very satisfactory. 
I should have been willing to vote for his ac- 
ceptance; but as none of those present were 
acquainted with him, and as he had never attended 
worship at a chapel, it was thought best to defer 
his acceptance. Our church-members are learn- 
ing some things ; and, among them, that it is ne- 
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cessary to exercise the greatest possible care in 
the reception of converts. 


REPORTS OF ANNIVERSARIES. — The mail on 
Saturday last brought papers containing the re- 
port of the first day’s meetings at Buffalo. As 
usual, we were especially interested in the report ; 
and I am happy to be able to say that we were 
especially satisfied with it, and can fully indorse it. 
We believe that the preaching of the gospel is 
our first and greatest work, and that it is by the 
thorough preaching of the gospel that the heathen 
are to be converted. We believe that school-work 
is of secondary importance, and should be left to 
those who cannot do the direct work of preaching ; 
also, that the schools should be for the training 
of children of Christians, and not of heathen. 


ScHool, AND TRAINING WoRK.— Mrs. Par- 
tridge has had several applications for girls from 
heathen families, but has thus far received none 
of that class. Within a year I have spent more 
time in visiting stations and villages than ever be- 
fore ; and, after Dr. Ashmore’s return, I am very 
anxious to give an entire year to such work. The 
amount of travelling we can do depends very much 
upon the number of workers we have here. We 
must keep up a course of training for our assist- 
ants ; but it would be impossible for one who 
should spend much time in travelling to do much 
in the way of training assistants. One man cannot 
do two men’s work for any length of time in China. 

It is more important that we should have trained 
assistants — preachers of the gospel—than that 
we should ourselves go into the villages and preach 
in the market-places. Very few foreigners acquire 
such a knowledge of the Chinese language that 
they can preach effectively in market-places. But 
the presence of the foreign teacher encourages the 
native preacher. There is especially important 
work to be done in our compound., We need a 
few books in colloquial, and at least one or two 
helps to the study of the Word. We ought also 
to have three or four or more young men fitting 
themselves to be preachers. 


PLANS FOR THE Future. —If, on Dr. Ash- 
more’s return, we can divide the work so that I can 
spend nearly every Sunday in the year away from 
home, my plan will be to spend the Sundays at the 
out-stations, and to go with the assistants on other 
days into the villages, and preach wherever there 
is opportunity. I am not yet at all sure that I can 
carry out this plan. If we open a new station, the 
prospect is that a large share of the work will fall 
to me; and I am very willing to take it. 

I think none of the members of the mission are 
afraid of work. We are anxious, however, to 


know how we can do our work to the best possible 
advantage. 
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THE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK. 


FOREIGN MIsSION-WORK OF THE Re- 
FORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA. — The Forty- 
Fourth Annual Report of the above has just 
come to hand. The Board reports its finances 
for the last year, ending April 30, as follows: 
From churches, $31,791.54; sabbath schools, 
$4,791.38; individuals, through churches, 
$8,974.32; individuals, not through churches, 
$3,589.93 ; legacies, $11,166.05; miscellane- 
ous sources, $4,029.69: total, $64,342.91. The 
gifts from the churches are $2,834.76 less than 
those of the previous year, while those of the 
sabbath schools have increased $386.57; 
those of individuals, $5,074.15 ; and the income 
from legacies, $8,138.17. The entire receipts 
show an increase of $10,092.96 upon those of 
the last year. 

The Board has repeatedly requested, during 
the year, a gift of one dollar from each of the 
71,000 communicants connected with our 
branch of the Church. It may be profitable to 
ascertain what has been the response to this 
request. If we then deduct the $11,166.05 re- 
ceived from legacies, and $2,564.50 of the 
amount entered under miscellaneous sources, 
being derived from interest on the invested 
funds, and from the gifts from the Bible and 
Tract societies, in all $13,730.55, from the 
total of receipts, there are $50,612.36 left 
as the contributions of the living members. 
But a further examination of the record of re- 
ceipts shows that 190 individuals, giving each 
$5 or more, have contributed during the year 
$9,163.90. Deducting this amount again, we 
have $41,448.46 remaining as the sum of the 
gifts of the 71,000 members of our church, or 
a little more than 58 cents from each member. 
It surely will not be claimed that we have 
given according to our ability. 

The appropriations for the present year are : 
For the Amoy Mission, $12,360 ; for the Arcot 
Mission, $24,388 ; for the Japan Mission, $14,- 
goo ; for home expenses, $6,450: total, $58,- 
098. The travelling expenses of missiona- 
. Ties going to or returning from their fields of 
labor will call for about $5,000 more ; making 
the amount to be raised for the expenses of 
the year aboyt $63,000. 

The Board has reduced the estimates pre- 
sented by the missions as far as a due regard 


for efficiency would allow. The reduction 
cannot fail to injure the work in some degree. 
Nothing has been paid upon the debt. We 
are constrained to ask again for one dollar 
from each member of the Church during the 
fiscal year. There are to-day not less than 
73,000 members in our communion, and not 
less than 73,000 will meet our wants for the 
year. If the amount can be contributed in 
quarterly payments, the Board will be relieved 
from the painful struggles that characterize the 
first four or five months of nearly every year. 


In a pamphlet on “ The Missionary Calling of 
Protestant Germany,” which is full of interest- 
ing and suggestive matter, Dr. Christlieb, the 
well-known professor at Bonn, draws attention 
to the various national features which, in his 
perhaps somewhat biased opinion, render the 
German people in a pre-eminent degree adapted 
for missionary work. He heartily bemoans, 
however, the lack of missionary interest, the 
necessary result of the prevailing deadness of 
the churches ; and makes the interesting state- 
ment, that, although the Protestants of Ger- 
many and Switzerland constitute one-third of 
the entire Protestant population of the world, 
yet they only provide one tenth part of the 
Protestant missionary work, and the annual 
receipts of each of the four great missionary 
societies in England exceed the total income 
of all the missionary societies in Germany and 
Switzerland. Protestantism in the eastern por- 
tion of the German empire is sadly indifferent 
to the progress of Christ’s kingdom among 
the Gentiles. —J//. Miss. News. 


TRACT DISTRIBUTION IN AUSTRIA. — 
From its depot in Vienna, the Monthly Tract 
Society has sent the good seed of the king- 
dom to various parts of the Austrian empire 
and to the adjacent nationalities. 

“Besides the facilities offered through the 
post, they have made use of evangelical friends 
in Bohemia, Moravia, the Tyrol, Upper Aus- 
tria, Hungary, Lower Austria, Milan in Italy, 
and in Silesia. 

“Christian book-depots have been opened 
in Prague, Innsbriick, and Lintz, where tracts, 
wall-sheets, and illustrated papers are kept in 
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stock. All the tracts are placed on each side 
of the depot-door, so that any are at liberty to 
read and take one. On the Saturday before 
Easter Sunday, when large crowds visit the 
cathedral, ten thousand tracts were distributed 
from these boxes. The attention of the au- 
thorities has been called to the boxes, and they 
have repeatedly taken a sample to submit to 
the commissioners ; but they did not interfere 
with the work. 


EVANGELICAL WoRK IN LISBON. — The 
Rev. Robert Stewart, minister of the Free 
Church of Scotland, writes to the Secretary of 
the Spanish Evangelization Society as follows : 
“It is now nine years since we began to work 
for the evangelization of Portugal; and the 
year just ended has been the most fruitful and 
encouraging. In the beginning of 1875 the 
spirit of prayer was very manifestly poured on 
the believing natives, and frequent meetings 
were held in their homes to ask the abundant 
rain of the Spirit. A few months since, our 
Portuguese minister paid a visit to Madeira, 
and an evangelist from Oporto supplied his 
place. The Spirit of the Lord is manifestly in 
this native convert, and with great plainness 
and power he preaches the word. A marked 
increase of hearers and addition to member- 
ship were the results, as well as increased life 
among the believing. Our congregation is 
now very large, and is daily increasing. Work 
was begun, and is carried on, in seven differ- 
ent parts of the city, thus scattering the seed 
wider than ever had been done in former years. 
Mission tours to the country were undertaken, 
and the word preached to numbers who had 
never heard it. 


SuMATRA. — Sumatra is an island of more 
than a thousand miles in length, the early 
home of the Malay race. It was here that the 
two missionaries of the American Board, 
Lyman and Munson, fell as martyrs, in 1833. 
The Malays are too stubborn in their adher- 
-ence to Mohammedanism to offer any encour- 
agement to missionary enterprise. The Battas, 


however, who live on the fertile uplands be- 


tween the numerous mountain ranges travers- 
ing the island, have proved more accessible. 
They have a kind of demon-worship, and are 
not entirely without culture, although canni- 
balism prevails among them. The petty tribes 
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are engaged in incessant warfare with each 
other. For about twenty years the Rhenish 
Missionary Society has been laboring among 
them with good success. There are nine sta- 
tions and two hundred small congregations, 
numbering thirteen hundred converts. Chris- 
tianity finds a strong competitor in Moham- 
medanism, which had won over many of the 
tribes by means of the sword, before the Dutch 
interfered, and is still very active in gaining 
converts in a more peaceable way. On the 
Island Nias, near Sumatra, with a population 
of eight hundred thousand, the Rhenish So- 
ciety has two stations, and has recently gath- 
ered in twenty-five converts as first-fruits. 
Three Dutch societies are also engaged at 
several stations on Sumatra, but have as yet 
made very few converts. 


Japan. — Seven miles from Osaka is Sakai, 
one of the oldest cities in Japan. Some years 
ago several foreigners were murdered here ; 
and for participation in this crime twenty men 
were obliged to commit kari-kari in one of the 
temples of their city. Ever since Sakai has 
been one of the most difficult places of access 
for foreigners in Japan. It has now been 
opened to gospel preaching, mainly through 
the efforts of several native members connected 
with the congregation of the American Board 
at Osaka. The government has permitted a 
building to be rented for divine service, and 
the Bible and mission newspapers are now ex- 
posed for sale in a city which was notorious 
for its opposition to foreigners. 


AN Indian missionary says, “The Bengali 
language is spoken by sixty-six millions of 
people. Let a young missionary learn that 
one language, he will have a diocese big 
enough to satisfy him. Less than four months 
after I was in India, I was preaching freely on 
the road.” 


Damascus. — At the present day the great 
mass of the people of Damascus are Moham- 
medans, — probably numbering one hundred 
and fifty thousand (not including the many 
Mohammedan villages in the vicinity), — the 
Christian and Jewish population being a mere 
fraction, less than thirty thousand. In all, its 
population may be not much less than one 
hundred and eighty thousand. 
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In this ancient, celebrated, and populous 
city, missions have been at work for twenty or 
thirty years ; yet their efforts have been mostly 
confined to the Christians and Jews: so that 
the Mohammedan population to this day is al- 
most untouched by the gospel. The missions 
in existence at present are the American Pres- 
byterian in union with the Irish Presbyterian, 
a branch of the London Jewish Mission, and 
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also one of the British Syrian School Society. 
Some of the wants of Damascus are a medical 
mission hospital (there being nothing of the 
kind in existence), an orphanage for homeless 
children of all races, laborers to work among 
the Mohammedans of the city and villages, 
and a mission to the Bedaween of the Desert, 
many of whom could be reached from Damas- 
cus. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


CENTENNIAL OFFERINGS. — A dear brother 
and his wife, who have been in the habit of 
contributing to our treasury, send a check for 
two hundred dollars for the support of native 
preachers in Japan, with these observations : — 

“We are sorry to read of the falling-off in 
the contributions. But the Great Exposition 
is taking many thousands of our people’s 
money. We will stay at home, and send this 
as a centennial offering.” 

This looks a little like self-denial. Who else 
is ready to forego some equally unnecessary 
gratification, that the gospel may be preached 
to the heathen ? 


HERE Is ANOTHER. — “ Enclosed you will 
find eleven dollars. I am an invalid, have a 
small income, and much larger outgo; but I 
cannot bear the thought of not giving any 
thing to the cause of missions. Truly are we 
God’s stewards ; and I hope always to have 
something to give, if it be ever so little. I felt 
that I wanted to give more than usual this cen- 
tennial year. God grant that much may be 
accomplished this year; and may he hasten 
the time when all shall know him from the 
least unto the greatest!” The writer, “a 
young lady,” withholds her name; but the 
Lord will not suffer it to be forgotten, nor will 
he deny the pious desires of her heart. 


Is IT NOT SO?— One of our District Secre- 
taries, Rev. G. H. Brigham, in sending out an 
appeal to the Baptists in his field, puts his points 
in the following terse and vigorous style: The 
claims of 800,000,000 of souls in heathen dark- 
ness are far greater than those of 40,000,000 at 
home, nearly all of whom have the gospel and 
means of grace within reach, if they choose to 
improve their opportunities. There are several 


noble societies working mainly at home: the 
MISSIONARY UNION is doing the work of the 
Baptists of the Eastern, Middle, and Western 
States, for the vast heathen world. Its claims 
ought not to be put upon a par with any other 
society. It is my firm conviction that it is the 
puTY, and for the highest interest of the de- 
nomination in the world, to do as much for 
this great cause as for all others combined. 

The MIsstONARY UNION is a A/isstonary So- 
ciety, an Education Society,a Bible Society, a 
Publication Society, for the millions in Burmah, 
Hindostan, China, Japan, Siam, Assam, 
wherever our brethren have gone preaching 
the gospel. 

Christian men and women, who desire by 
special donations or legacies to devote 
their property to any branch of benevolent 
work, have in the MISSIONARY UNION the 
most direct, effective, and economical channel 
through which to bless the world. For all 
these objects at home we should do no less ; for 
them all abroad, as embraced in the work of 
the MISSIONARY UNION, we ought to do much 
more. 


A MELancHoLy Fact.— How many of 
those who profess to be the children of God 
are wholly indifferent to the wants of a perish- 
ing world! On their hearts and consciences 
the Redeemer’s last command has never im- 
pressed itself. They neither give nor pray for 
the great work of the world’s evangelization. 
Their lack of effort and interest in this direc- 
tion is a melancholy fact. 


SAVING By Givinc.—Said a dying Chris- 
tian merchant, who had during his life given 
largely of his income to disseminate the gospel 
both at home and abroad, “ What I have lost 
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is beyond my reach ; what I have spent of my 
fortune is gone: but, what I have given to the 
cause of God, I carry with me to heaven.” 


Our Missionary Poricy.— The policy 
adopted and strictly pursued by the Missiona- 
ry Union is thus stated: “ As a denomination, 
our missionary policy has ever been to honor 
the Master’s order, by preaching his gospel to 
the heathen, and then teaching the converts 
from heathenism all things whatsoever he 
has commanded. To establish Christian 
schools for a thousand million of heathen 
would be an expense far beyond our resources ; 
but to preach the gospel to every creature is 
Christ’s command, which lies near his heart, 
and which we are fully able to obey.” 


Tue Board of Foreign Missions of the Re- 
formed Church in America have missions in 
India, in China, and in Japan. The work for 
the last year, ending April 30, cost $65,198.79. 
The amount expended on the mission-fields 
was $58,652.87 : the cost of conducting the 
mission was $6,545.92. The fiscal year was 
closed with a balance of $1,514.89 in the treas- 
ury. But they carried through the year a 
debt of $42,687.50, which was not reduced any, 
and on which interest to the amount of $2,- 
738.67 was paid. The appropriations for the 
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present year amount to about $63,000, without 
making any provision for the debt. Thereare 
twenty-six mission-churches, with a member- 
ship of 1,442. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND Missions. — Says a 
worthy brother: “ A large majority of our Sun- 
day schools to-day raise funds by weekly con- 
tributions, and turn around and spend them all 
on the school. Such a course has no influ- 
ence to develop Christian benevolence, more 
than it would to buy toys, or confectionery, or 
pay for a picnic for the children. The result 
is, the development of SELFISHNESS, rather 
than of CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE. 

“ Another sad result is, little or nothing is 
said in our Sunday schools about missions ; for 
it is an almost universal rule, where there is 
no GIVING, there is nO TALKING or PRAYING 
for missions. If this state of things be allowed 
to continue, the Sunday school, with all its 
boasted claims of power for good, will justly be 
chargeable with training up a selfish, unchris- 
tian generation of church-members. Christian- 
ity is missionary in spirit and work; and 
Christian missionary work is something more 
than work for our own Sunday school, church, 
or community. 

“ Christian missionary work means a world’s 
evangelization for Christ, in obedience to his 
command.” 


DONATIONS RECEIVED IN AUGUST, 1876. 


MAINE, $66.46. 
Limerick, ch., 5.60; Lisbon Falls, ch., 7; Dama- 
riscotta, ch., con. coll., 6.61 ; St. George, 2d ch., 
5.25; Waterville, ch. S. S., - Adiram, nat. 
-» 20; Lewiston, rst ch., A. P. Winslow, tr., 
18; Oxford Asso., S. D. Andrews, tr., 3; $65 46 
Coll. per Rev. W. S. McKenzie, Dist. Sec., Nor- I 00 
way Village, Silas P. Somes and wife, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, $28.76. 
Antrim, ch., 14.76; Hampton Falls, Rev. H. H. 
Beaman, 5; Cornish Flats, ch., 9; 28 76 
VERMONT, $10.00, 
Brattleborough, Lucy H. Wait, 10 00 


MASSACHUSETTS, $1,078.24. 


Shelburne Falls, ch., J. B. Bardwell, tr., 10; West 
Koyalston, J. W. Pierce, 25; Cambridge, Old 
Cambridge, ch., 1,011.45; Thompsonville, S. S. 
per D. Chester, 16.79; Leicester, Greenville, ch., 

153 1,078 24 
RHODE ISLAND, $30.00. 


Providence, G. D. Wilcox, M.D., 30 00 


CONNECTICUT, $210.00. 
Stamford, S. S. coll. sup. Ko Aing, nat. pr., Hen- 


thada, Burmah, 100; Stonington, O. B. Grant, 
for two nat. Karen prs., care Rev. S. T. Goodell, 
100; Bloomfield, ch., 10; $210 00 


NEW YORK, $588.05. 


Otsego Asso., B. F. Murdock, tr., 26.79; Buffalo, 
Prospect-ave. ch. 107.61; Freedom, Welsh ch., 
12; Morris, ch., for Mair Tiri, Henthada, Bur., 
care Miss "H. E. Watson, 1327; Hamilton, a 
friend, for sup. nat. pr. among the Teloogoos, 
care Rev. W. W. Campbell, per Rev. W.S. 
McKenzie, 37.503; 197 17 

Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. Sec., Deposit 
Asso., Deposit, ch., 17.87; East Branch, ch., 5 ; 
Tompkins, ch., 29; coll. at asso., 33.39; Mrs. 

J. L. Smith, goid ring, 2; 87 26 

Genesee Asso., Batavia, ch., 54.70; Bethany, ch., 

1.05; La Grange, ch., 6.25; Middlebury, ch., 5; 
Pavilion, ch., 15 ; Warsaw, ch., 8; Z. H. Owen, 3 ; 93 00 

Hudson River, N. Asso., Half Moon, First ch., 6 00 

Oneida Asso., Oneida, ch., 


Saratoga Asso., Ballston Spa, ch., 
Steuben Asso., Bath, ch., 10°75 
Wayne Asso , Palmyra. ch., 31 00 
Cohoes, Miss L. H. Dunham, 1 00 


Orleans, ch., 00 
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La Fargeville, J. Marshall, 

Elmira, 2d ch., 

Elbridge, * A friend,” 

Lowville, ch., 

Cazenovia, rst ch., 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., H. R. Cen- 
tral Asso., Middletown, ch., pt., 29.50; S. S., 103 
Rev. George M. Stone, 20; 

Southern Asso., Staten Island, Park ch., pt., 24.38; 
West Farms, ch, pt., 43 

Union Asso., Bedford, ch., pt-, 


NEW JERSEY, $563.48. 


' Vineland, “A friend,” for Chinese mission, 


Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. Sec., Keyport, 
ch., 86.78; Frenchtown, ch., 10.60; Marlborough, 
Mrs. L. M. Morse, 10; Columbus ch., 8.88; 
Young People’s Miss. Soc. of New Brunswick, 
1st ch., 4.00; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Doty Dist. Sec., North N. J. 
Asso., Morristown, ch., pt., 

East N. J. Asso., Rahway, 2d ch., pt., 


PENNSYLVANIA, $220.84. 


Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. Sec., Philadel- 
phia Asso., 11th ch., 23 65; Frankford-ave., ch., 
44.12 ; Lower Merion, ch., 8.50; 

Scranton, ch., 58.89; S. S., 15; Pequa, ch., 103 
Coleraine, ch., 840; Phoenixville, S. S., 20; 
Nicetown, ch., 3.50; S.S, 10; Troy, ch, 18.78; 


DELAWARE, $.81. 


Wilmington, I. B. Murray, for D. L. Brayton’s 
sch., Rangoon, 


WEST VIRGINIA, $97 55. 


Coll. per Rev. Thomas Allen, Dist. Sec, Parkers- 
burg Asso., Goose Creek, ch., 6.50; Hartford 
City, ch., 3; Long Reach, ch, 10; Sistersville, 
ch., 8; Union, ch.,10; Union Valley, ch., 75; a 
Sister Cole, 2; Willow Island, ch., 10; Coll. at 
asso., 47.30; all for sup. Nga Sah, nat. pr., care 
Rev. E. B. Cross, 


OHIO, $267.59. 


Coll. per Rev. Thomas Allen, Dist. Sec., Clinton 
Asso., Hillsborough, ch., 5.60; S. S., 1.20; Xe- 
nia, ch., bal., 18; 

Coshocton Asso., Butler, ch., 3; Chestnut Hill, 
ch., 2.50; Clark Tp., ch., 2.10; Canal, Louisville, 
ch., .30; Harmony, ch., 2.30; Jefferson, ch., 13 
Millfork, ch., 3-32; Perry, ch., 3; ‘Tornica, ch., 
5.50; West Latayette, ch., 6; one-fifth coll. at 
asso., 10.37; all for sup. of Ko Kai, nat. pr., 
care Rev. E. B. Cross, 

Huron Asso, Monroeville, S.S., for sup. Law 
= student, care Rev. A. Bunker, 25; Norwalk, 
ch., 20.35; 

Mansfield Asso., Bloomfield, ch., 2.25 ; Galion, ch., 


5-45; 

Marietta Asso., Lower Newport, S. S., : 

Miami Union Asso., Dayton, Buckeye Miss. Soc., 
5; King’s Creek, S.S.,5; Spring Creek, S. S., 


Miami Asso., Cheviot, ch., 8.25; Lebanon, East 
ch., 3; Middletown, F. M. Tytus, dise’d, 35; 

Ohio Asso., of wh. 50 is for sup. Shway Mya, nat. 
pr., care Rev. A. Bunker; Beulah, ch., 4.063; S. 
5.,6; Pomaria, ch., 2.50; South Point, S. S., 
3-36; Zoar, S. S., 6.25 ; coll. at asso., 37; 

Seneca Asso., Blanchard, ch., S. S., 

Strait Creek Asso, New Market, ch., 

Trumbull Asso., Hubbard, ch., bal., 

Wills Creek Asso., Salem, S. S., 


INDIANA, $66.17. 


Patoka, Mrs. V. Kirks, 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec., Union 
Asso., Vincennes, ch., 

Northern Asso., Crown Pcint, ch., 1; La Port, ch, 


5-96 
Flat Rock Asso., Mt. Pleasant, 2d ch., John Wil- 


a 
Mt. Zion Asso., Coll. 


Donations. [October, 1876. 


516 26 


7 22 


76 27 


144 57 


97 55 


24 80 


Sand Creek Asso, coll., $9 88 

White Water Valley Asso., Cambridge City, a 
sister, 

Salamonie River Asso., Wiltshire, ch., 9.45; coll., 


26.133 8 
ILLINOIS, $353.96. ail 


Champaigne, Rev. J. M. Gregory, 2.50; Alton, rst 
ch., D. D. Ryrie, tr., 20 35 

Tolono, Miss Warrell, 

Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist Sec., Blooming- 
ton Asso., Bloomington, ch., 28.65; Cazenovia, 
ch., & S. S., of wh. 5 is fr. pastor, 30; Chenoa, 
ch., 5; Clayton, ch., 27.50; Clinton S. S., 3.113 
Deer Park Creek, Mrs. G., 2.50; Elkhart, ch., 
-25; El Paso, ch., 11.35; Havana, Bro. Hopping, 
1; Hudson, S. S., 16.38; Lexington, ch., 23.85 ; 
Mason City, Bro. Hoffman, 2; Pekin, ch., 2; 
San Jose, ch., 6, of wh. Bro. Briggs ¥.- Bro. 
Knapp 1; Towanda, ch., 10.50; ashburn, 


ch., 5; 
Dixon -? Mt. Carroll, ch., 
Fox River Asso., Hinckley, ch., 17 00 
Ottowa Asso., Walnut, ch., 26 05 
Peoria Asso., Kirkwood, Mrs. M. J. Johnston, 1; 

Peoria, German ch., of wh. 4.72 1s fr. S. S., 

11.25; Toulon, 2d ch, 9.05; Wyoming, ch., 


12.80; 

Rock Island Asso., Aledo. ch., 

Rock River Asso., Belvidere, rst ch. S. S., bal. 
tow. sup. C. H. Roe, Nowgong Nor. Sch., 5; 
South ch. S. S., of wh. 30 is for student, care 
Mrs. M. W. Newhall, 31.02; Sycamore, ch., 
3-753 39 77 

P WISCONSIN, $23.55. 

Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Dane 
Asso., Middleton, ch., 7.90; Verona, ch., 10.60; 18 50 

Lake Shore Asso., Beloit, ch., 5 05 


MICHIGAN, $386.68 


Ann Arbor, Mrs. President Angell, 25; Lansing, - 

Rev. T. W. Meniil, to circulate pure and faithtul 

versions of the Scriptures amongst the heathen, 

200; Detroit, rst ch. S. S., for student Ongole 

Nor. Sch., care Rev. J. E Clough, 50; 275 00 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Stimson, Dist. Sec., Flint 

River Asso., Saginaw, ch., 30.60 ; Oxford, ch., 7 ; 

Fenton, S. S., 8 30; Salt River, ch., 4; Atlas, ch., 

4; Birch Run, ch., 2.753 56 65 
Kalamazoo “Asso., Marshall, ch, 8.71; Allegan, 

ch., 10; Barry, ch., 6; Ciimax, ch., 3.40; Trow- 

bridge, ch., 12.50 ; coll. at asso., 14.42 3 55 03 


MISSOURI, $60.00. 
Springfield, Col. H. Fletcher, for nat. pr. care Rev. 
J. &. Clough, 60 00 
IOWA, $79.03. 
Coll. per Rev. C. ¥. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Burlington 
Asso., Mt. Pleasant, ch., for Mrs. Loughridge, 


2.80; New London, Mrs. I. H. Denton, 1; Pis- 
gah, ch., 23.90; Spring Creek, ch., for student On- 


gole Nor. Sch., 10.48; : 38 18 
Central Asso., Des Moines, rst ch., Ir 10 
E. Grand River Asso., Murray, ch., 12 75 
Eden Asso., Cambria, Lulu, Ora, and Julius Nel- 

son, .40; Highland, ch., 3.60; 4 00 
Iowa Valley Asso., Tamah City, ch., 5 00 
Linn Asso., Vinton, Mrs. Smock, 5; Ida Smock 

and brother, 3; 8 00 

MINNESOTA, $15.00. 
Coll. per Rev. C. F. Tolman, Dist. Sec., Southern 
Asso., Le Roy, A. J. Palmer, Esq., tow. sup. 
Pediah, care Rev. J. E. Clough, Ongole, 15 00 
BURMAH, $127.31. 
Maulmain, from Karens, per Rev. S. B. Rand, 127 31 
4273 48 


Dona. and legacies from April: to Aug. 1, 1876, 19,895 27 


Dona. and legacies from April 1 to Sept. 1, 1876, $24,168 75 


$3 00 
50 
1 50 
3 95 
59 5° 
28 38 
19 00 
30 00 
| 
39 39 
45 35 
7 7° 
75 
13 00 
: 46 25 
59 17 
1 98 
| 20 00 
4 20 
5 00 
1 00 
45° 
§ 00 
| 
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THE TEMPLE OF THE GOD OF WAR, AT KAMAKURA,! JAPAN. 
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